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'VHE  following  address  was  de- 
livered by  President  Hugh  B. 
Brown  second  counsellor  in  the 
Firs!  Presidency  on  Monday,  Febru- 
ary 26,  to  the  students  at  the 
Pittsburgh  Theological  Seminary, 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,    U.S.A. 

May  I  first  express  sincere  appre- 
ciation for  the  very  gracious  invita- 
tion extended  by  your  distinguished 
leader.  Dr.  Gerstner.  In  this  divided 
and  imperiled  world  of  chaos  and 
confusion  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
various  and  differing  churches  to 
seek  a  better  understanding  of  one 
another.  Frank  and  friendly  dis- 
cussion should  increase  our  sym- 
pathetic appreciation  of  the  religious 
beliefs  and  practices  of  our  neigh- 
bours and  cause  us  to  review  and 
clarify  our  own.  We  might  per- 
chance find  kernels  of  truth  in 
what  wp  considered  to  be  nothing 
but  chaff. 

The  world  needs  understanding 
and  friendship. 

"Not    understand.    We   gather    false 
impressions, 

And   hold  them  closer  as  the  years 
go  by, 

Til!   virtues  often  seem  to  us  trans- 
gressions; 
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And  thus  men  rise  and  fall  and  live 

and  die, 
Not  understood. 
O  God,  that  men  would  see  a  little 

clearer, 
Or    judge    less    harshly  when    they 

cannot  see. 
O    God,    that    men    would   draw    a 

little  nearer 
T  o   one  another — They'd   be  nearer 

Thee — 
And  understood." 

I  am  invited  to  discuss  the 
"Mormon"  Church.  I  use  that  term 
because  it  is  generally  current.  It 
is,  in  fact,  a  nickname  derived  from 
an  early  publication,  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  The  Church  I  represent  is 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  I  am  pleased  to 
represent  and  discuss  it  with  you 
who  represent  or  are  preparing  to 
represent  as  clergy  or  ministers  one 
of   the   major   protestant   churches. 

My  purpose  today  will  be  by  ex- 
position to  briefly  present  authentic 
information.  I  shall  avoid  dogma- 
tism, sermonizing,  or  criticizing  or 
challenging  the  beliefs  of  other 
churches,  nor  do  I  wish  to  argue 
any  issue.  I   shall    attempt   to   state 
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facts  about  the  origin,  organization,  history  and  doctrine  of  the  Church 
and  refer  to  its  present  activity  and  status. 

Your  curriculum  no  doubt  includes  a  study  of  the  reformation  and 
the  great  reformers,  Luther,  Calvin,  Knox,  Wesley,  and  others,  and  the 
history  of  the  protestant  churches.  I  shall  not  discuss  these  subjects  but 
as  one  reads  the  history  of  the  reformation  he  becomes  interested  in  the 
doctrines  and  practices  which  caused  the  reformers  to  protest.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  many  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the  teachings  and  prac- 
tices of  the  dominant  church.  A  few  brave  men  dared  to  challenge  the 
church  and  to  speak  for  the  many  who  were  waiting  for  leadership.  Once 
the  layman's  silence  was  broken  and  charge  of  "heretic"  lost  some  of  its 
stigma,  and  especially  after  the  Bible  became  more  generally  available, 
differences  of  opinion  led  to  a  multiplicity  of  sects.  Unfortunately  in  some 
countries,  persecution  was  employed  as  a  deterrent.  But  with  all  this  you 
are  familiar. 

My  reason  for  referring  to  the  reformation  is  to  call  attention  to 
conditions  antecedent  to  the  emigration  of  many  early  American  settlers, 
who  came  to  this  new  country  in  search  of  religious  freedom. 

Paradoxically  it  was  not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  early  American 
settlers  that  the  very  spirit  from  which  they  fled  was  invoked  against  some 
of  their  own  number  in  a  vain  attempt  to  secure  conformity  to  majority 
opinion  by  coercion  and  force.  I  say  vain  attempt  because  men  cannot  be 
forced  to  believe.  Religion  is  a  matter  of  the  inner  man.  Conviction  is  of 
the  heart.  Forced  conformity  breeds  hypocrisy. 

Religion  played  a  very  important  part  in  the  lives  of  Americans  in 
the  early  19th  century.  Most  people  at  that  time  were  familiar  with  their 
Bibles  and  attended  church  regularly. 

EARLY  HISTORY 

At  the  end  of  the  18th  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  19th,  there 
lived  in  the  state  of  Vermont  a  family  whose  very  common  name  was  to 
be  known  for  good  or  evil  wherever  the  word  Mormonism  might  be 
mentioned.  This  was  the  Smith  family,  Joseph  and  Lucy  Mack  Smith,  who 
were  married  in  1796.  Their  ancestors  were  among  the  early  devout  and 
courageous  emigrants  to  America.  Into  this  family  a  son  was  born  who 
was  destined  to  become  the  Mormon  prophet,  Joseph  Smith.  He  was  born 
in  Sharon,  Vermont,  December  23,  1805.  When  he  was  about  10  years  of 
age  his  family  moved  from  Vermont  to  Palmyra  in  New  York  State.  When 
he  was  in  his  15th  year  he  became  confused  by  the  conflicting  claims  of 
the  various  churches  and  wondered  which  one  of  them  he  should  join. 
While  reading  his  Bible,  as  was  his  custom,  he  was  deeply  impressed  by 
the  unequivocal  promise  of  the  Apostle  James :  "If  any  of  you  lack  wis- 
dom, let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth 
not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him.  But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing  waving. 
For  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  sea  driven  with  the  wind  and 
tossed." — James  1  :  5-6. 

He  was  so  impressed  by  this  scripture  that  with  the  simple  and  un- 
sophisticated faith  of  youth  he  sought  a  secluded  spot  in  a  grove  near  his 
father's  home  and  there  he  did  ask  God  for  wisdom  in  deciding  which 
one  of  the  churches  he  should  join.  After  a  terrifying  encounter  with  the 
powers  of  darkness  and  a  fervent  prayer  for  deliverance,  he  beheld  a  pillar 
of  light.  Of  this  experience  he  later  wrote :  "It  no  sooner  appeared  than 
I  found  myself  delivered  from  the  enemy  which  held  me  bound.  When 
the  light  rested  upon  me  I  saw  two  Personages,  whose  brightness  and  glory 
defy  all  description,  standing  above  me  in  the  air.  One  of  them  spake  unto 
me,  calling  me  by  name  and  said,  pointing  to  the  other — 'This  is  My 
Beloved    Son.    Hear   Him!'"  (Joseph    Smith    2:17). 

Joseph  Smith  was  instructed  at  that  time  that  he  was  not  to  join  any 
of  the  churches  as  there  had  been  a  universal  apostacy  not  only  from  the 
church  but  an  apostacy  of  the  church,  and  that  many  drew  near  to  the 
Lord   with   their  lips  but   their  hearts  were   far   from   Him.   He   was   told 
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that  he  had  been  chosen  to  be  an  instrument  in  its  re-establishment  under 
divine  guidance. 

Upon  his  telling  his  family  and  some  friends  of  his  miraculous  ex- 
perience he  was  surprised  at  some  of  their  reactions.  Some,  including  his 
parents,  believed  him  but  other  were  understandably  sceptical — it  was 
an  unusual  claim,  though  not  without  precedent.  The  first  church  official 
to  whom  he  reported  his  experience  was  a  Methodist  minister  who  said  it 
was  all  of  the  devil.  He  told  the  boy  there  were  no  such  things  as  visions 
or  revelations  any  more,  that  all  such  things  had  ceased  with  the  apostles. 

The  boy  persisted  in  his  declaration  that  he  had  seen  a  vision  and 
received  revelation,  but  he  was  ridiculed,  reviled,  and  later  persecuted, 
mobbed,  tarred  and  feathered,  imprisoned,  driven  from  place  to  place  and 
from  state  to  state.  Referring  to  his  experiences  he  wrote  : 

"It  caused  me  serious  reflection  then,  and  often  has  since,  how  very 
strange  it  was  that  an  obscure  boy,  of  a  little  over  14  years  of  age,  and 
one,  too,  who  was  doomed  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  scanty  main- 
tenance by  his  daily  labour,  should  be  thought  a  character  of  sufficient 
importance  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  great  ones  of  the  most  popular 
sects  of  the  day,  and  in  a  manner  to  create  in  them  a  spirit  of  the  most 
bitter  persecution  and  reviling.  But  strange  or  not,  so  it  was,  and  it  was 
often  the  cause  of  great  sorrow  to  myself. 

"However,  it  was  nevertheless  a  fact  that  I  had  beheld  a  vision.  I 
have  thought  since,  that  I  felt  much  like  Paul  when  he  made  his  defence 
before  King  Agrippa,  and  related  the  account  of  the  vision  he  had  when 
he  saw  a  light,  and  heard  a  voice;  but  still  there  were  but  few  who  believed 
him;  some  said  he  was  dishonest,  others  said  he  was  mad;  and  he  was 
ridiculed  and  reviled.  But  all  this  did  not  destroy  the  reality  of  his  vision. 
He  had  seen  a  vision,  he  knew  he  had,  and  all  the  persecution  under 
heaven  could  not  make  it  otherwise;  and  though  they  should  persecute 
him  unto  death,  yet  he  knew,  and  would  know  to  his  latest  breath,  that 
he  had  both  seen  a  light  and  heard  a  voice  speaking  unto  him,  and  all 
the  world  could  not  make  him  think  or  believe  otherwise. 

"So  it  was  with  me.  I  had  actually  seen  a  light,  and  in  the  midst  of 
that  light  I  saw  two  Personages,  and  they  did  in  reality  speak  to  me; 
and  though  I  was  hated  and  persecuted  for  saying  that  I  had  seen  a  vision, 
yet  it  was  true;  and  while  they  were  persecuting  me,  reviling  me,  and 
speaking  all  manner  of  evil  against  me  falsely  for  so  saying.  I  was  led 
to  in  my  heart:  Why  persecute  me  for  telling  the  truth?  I  have  actually 
seen  a  vision;  and  who  am  I  that  I  can  withstand  God,  or  why  does  the 
world  think  to  make  me  deny  what  I  have  actually  seen?  For  I  had  seen 
a  vision;  I  knew  it,  and  I  knew  that  God  knew  it,  and  I  could  not  deny 
it,  neither  dared  I  do  it;  at  least  I  knew  that  by  so  doing  I  would  offend 
God,  and  come  under  condemnation." — (Joseph  Smith  2 :  23-25). 

Time  will  not  permit  nor  does  the  present  discussion  require  a  detailed 
story  of  this  man's  life,  but  his  first  vision  constitutes  the  groundwork  of 
the  Church  which  was  later  organized.  If  this  first  vision  was  but  a  figment 
of  Joseph  Smith's  imagination  then  the  Mormon  Church  is  what  its  de- 
tractors declare  it  to  be — a  wicked  and  deliberate  imposture.  If  this  vision 
was  a  reality  then  this  Church  is  exclusively  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  simple  reason  that  He,  the  Saviour,  personally  restored  what  in 
the  meridian  of  time  He  had  personally  established.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  a  powerful,  vital  and  progressive  religion;  one  which  is  distinctively 
American  and  definitely  Christian. 

The  Church  grew  rapidly  despite  bitter  and  unrelenting  persecution. 
Many  prominent  people,  including  many  ministers  of  other  churches, 
became  faithful  members  of  the  Church. 

Emerson  said :  "Mormonism  is  the  only  religion  of  power  and  vitality 
that  has  made  its  appearance  for  the  past  twelve  hundred  years."  A 
religion   that  has   transformed   a   desert   into    a  garden,   penetrated   every 
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corner  of  the  earth  with  its  message,  and  established  in  the  hearts  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  a  living  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  new  revelation 
from  God,  at  a  time  when  faith  was  decaying,  and  all  in  the  teeth  of 
continued,  violent  opposition,  is  certainly  not  to  be  despised. 

A  prominent  American,  non-Mormon,  visited  Joseph  Smith  in 
Nauvoo,  Illinois,  shortly  before  the  prophet's  martyrdom  and  after  the 
tragic  event  he  wrote  : 

"It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  some  future  textbook,  for  the 
use  of  generations  yet  unborn,  will  contain  a  question  something  like  this: 
'What  historical  American  of  the  19th  century  has  exerted  the  most  power- 
ful influence  upon  the  destinies  of  his  countrymen?'  And  it  is  by  no  means 
impossible  that  the  answer  to  that  question  may  be  thus  written :  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Mormon  Prophet.  And  the  reply,  absurd  as  it  doubtless  seems 
to  most  men  now  living,  may  be  an  obvious  commonplace  to  their  descen- 
dants. History  deals  in  surprises  and  paradoxes  quite  as  startling  as  this. 
The  man  who  established  a  religion  in  this  age  of  free  debate,  who  was  and 
is  today  accepted  by  hundreds  of  thousands  as  a  direct  emissary  from  the 
Most  High — such  a  rare  human  being  is  not  to  be  disposed  of  by  pelting 
his  memory  with  unsavoury  epithets.  ***  The  most  vital  questions  Ameri- 
cans are  asking  each  other  today  have  to  do  with  this  man  and  what  he 
has  left  us.  ***  Burning  questions  they  are,  which  must  give  a  prominent 
place  in  the  history  of  the  country  to  that  sturdy  self-asserter  whom  I 
visited  at  Nauvoo.  Joseph  Smith,  claiming  to  be  an  inspired  teacher,  faced 
adversity  such  as  few  men  have  been  called  to  meet,  enjoyed  a  brief 
season  of  prosperity  such  as  few  men  have  ever  attained,  and,  finally,  43 
days  after  I  saw  him,  went  cheerfully  to  a  martyr's  death.  When  he 
surrendered  his  person  to  Governor  Ford,  in  order  to  prevent  the  shedding 
of  blood,  the  prophet  had  a  presentiment  of  what  was  before  him.  'I  am 
going  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,'  he  is  reported  to  have  said;  'but  I  am 
as  calm  as  a  summer's  morning.  I  have  a  conscience  void  of  offence,  and 
shall  die  innocent.'  " — Figures  of  the  Past  bv  Josiah  Quincy,  P.  376. 

PLATES  OF  GOLD 

In  1823  an  angelic  messenger  revealed  to  Joseph  Smith  that  the  plates 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon  were  enclosed  in  a  stone  box  buried  in  a  hillside 
near  Palmyra  and  in  1827,  they  were  delivered  to  him  and  later  translated 
by  the  gift  and  power  of  God. 

BEGINNING  OF  CHURCH 

This  Church  is  comparatively  new  among  the  churches,  having  been 
organized  at  Fayette,  New  York,  in  1830.  However,  its  basic  philosophy, 
fundamental  doctrines,  scriptures  and  organization  are  not  new.  They  are 
all  based  upon  and  are  completely  in  harmony  with  the  King  James  version 
of  the  Holy  Bible.  Mormonism  is  not  an  innovation  in  religious  history; 
it  is  a  restoration  of  the  primitive  church.  It  affirms  itself  to  be  the  Church 
of  old  establshed  anew. 

Belief  in  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  necessarily  involves  acceptance 
of  the  historical  fact  of  a  universal  apostacy,  for  if  there  was  no  apostacy 
from  and  of  the  primitive  church,  there  was  no  need  of  a  reformation, 
which  was  the  genesis  of  Protestantism,  or  of  a  restoration  by  which  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  came  into  existence. 

Following  a  long  night  of  spiritual  darkness,  foreseen  by  the  prophets 
and  attested  by  history,  a  faint  light  on  the  eastern  horizon  heralded  the 
dawn  of  a  new  day.  This  challenge  to  the  darkness  is  now  known  as  the 
reformation  and  it  was  followed  by  the  morning  light  of  the  restoration. 
This  is  in  fulfillment  of  John's  prophecy.  He  said,  speaking  of  the  latter 
days : 

"And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the  ever- 
lasting gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every 
nation,  and   kindred,   and   tongue,  and  people,  saying  with  a  loud  voice, 
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Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him;  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come; 
and  worship  him  that  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea  and  the  foun- 
tains of  waters." — (Revelation  14:6-7). 

We  have  a  hymn  which  begins  with  hopeful  message :  The  morning 
breaks;  the  shadows  flee;  Lo,  Zion's  standard  is  unfurled!  The  dawning 
of  a  brighter  day,  Majestic  rises  on  the  world. 

Incidentally,  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Mormon  Church, 
Pittsburgh  was  the  largest  city  in  the  United  States  with  a  population  of 
fewer  than  50,000  people.  New  York,  Boston  and  Baltimore  were  smaller. 

EXODUS 

Relentless  persecution  forced  the  members  of  the  Church  to  move  from 
New  York  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Missouri,  and  later  to  Illinois,  where  they 
established  the  city  of  Nauvoo.  The  Prophet  was  martyred  in  Carthage 
Jail  in  June,  1844. 

After  the  death  of  the  Prophet  the  members  of  the  Church  living  in 
Nauvoo,  some  20,000  people,  were  driven  from  their  city.  (Nauvoo  was 
then  the  largest  city  in  Illinois.)  Many  of  their  homes  were  burned,  their 
belongings  plundered,  their  temple  desecrated  and  later  destroyed.  They 
were  compelled  to  cross  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  month  of  February. 
Later  they  undertook  the  modern  exodus  toward  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
a  very  unpromising  "promised  land."  I  quote  Dr.  Thomas  F.  O'Dea,  a 
Catholic  authority  and  scholar,  who  has  a  distinguished  academic  career 
at  Harvard,   Stanford,   M.I.T.   and  at  Loyola,  who  wrote : 

The  Mormon  Church  defines  itself  as  a  restoration  in  the  latter  days 
of  the  original  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  had  been  corrupted  and  lost 
in  part  for  the  past  15  centuries.  Its  restoration  is  conceived  in  terms 
of  Christian  history.  ***  It  is  a  new  interpretation  of  Christianity  itself. 
A  unique  prophet  and  a  unique  and  timely  moment  as  well  as  a  uniquely 
appropriate  place  are  part  of  this  conception.  Mormonism  holds  itself  to 
have  been  revealed  in  the  fullness  of  time —  a  fullness  of  time  which  in- 
volves the  destiny  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  the  American  nation. 
The  discovery  of  America  and  the  development  of  the  United  States  are 
seen  as  prepared  by  divine  guidance  for  the  restoration  which  was  to  be 
made  through  the  agency  of  the  original  prophet,  Joseph  Smith. 

"Within  this  larger  framework  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  has  its  own  history,  a  record  of  wandering  and  persecution,  of 
construction  and  conquest  over  hostile  elements  coming  to  fruition  in  the 
building  of  Zion  in  the  mountain  tops.  ***  Mormonism  lived  its  Exodus 
and  Chronicles  not  once  but  many  times.  It  had  its  Moses  and  its  Joshua. 
Circumstances  had  given  it  a  stage  upon  which  its  re-enactment  of  Biblical 
history  was  neither  farce  nor  symbolic  pageant." 

Brigham  Young,  who  was  the  president  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
and  later  became  president  of  the  Church,  led  this  great  migration  in 
covered  wagons.  The  first  company  of  143  men  and  3  women  arrived  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Valley  July  24,  1847,  since  which  time  they  have  turned 
what  was  then  a  sagebrush  waste  into  a  thriving  and  prosperous  com- 
munity of  irrigated  farms  and  orchards,  towns  and  cities  throughout 
Western  America.  The  Church  now  has  approximately  1,750,000  members. 

ORGANIZATION 

We  are  often  asked  the  question :  What  gives  the  Mormon  Church 
such  great  vitality.  We  answer,  Divine  guidance  and  its  exceptional  organi- 
zation resulting  in  general  participation  by  its  members.  I  shall  now  show 
some  slides  that  you  may  visualize  its  unique  organization,  which  in  some 
measure  accounts  for  its  astonishing  success. 

The  presiding  authority  of  the  Church  is  the  First  Presidency,  con- 
sisting of  three  high  priests,  a  president  and  his  two  counsellors.  Associated 
with  them  and  next  in  authority  are  twelve  apostles  who  have  twelve 
assistants  and  a  Patriarch.  You  students  of  the  New  Testament  know  that 
Paul  referred  to  apostles  and  prophets  as  the  foundation  of  the  Church. 
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"Now  therefore  ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow- 
citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God;  "And  are  built  upon 
the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being 
the  chief  corner  stone  .   .  ." — (Ephesians  2:19-20). 

Also  numbered  among  the  General  Authorities  of  the  Church  is  the 
First  Council  of  The  Seventy,  consisting  of  seven  men  who  preside  over 
the  quorums  of  seventy.  Next  in  order  is  The  Presiding  Bishopric,  three 
high  priests,  who  have  charge  of  the  temporal  affairs  of  the  Church  and 
who  preside  over  the  lesser  priesthood.  At  present  there  are  38  men  who 
are  known  as  "General  Authorities." 

These  presiding  quorums  in  the  Church  are  made  up  of  men  from 
various  walks  of  life — doctors,  lawyers,  engineers,  farmers,  business  men. 
presidents  and  professors  of  universities,  etc.  When  men  are  called  into  this 
ministry  they  give  up  their  other  activities  and  devote  themselves  exclusively 
to  Church  work,  generally  for  the  balance  of  their  lives.  There  is  no  paid 
ministry  in  the  Church.  It  is  composed  of,  and  presided  over  by  laymen. 
The  Reverend  Frank  S.  Morley,  of  the  Grace  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Calgary,  Canada,  who  made  a  careful  study  of  the  Mormon  Church, 
commented  as  follows :  "The  government  of  (the  Mormon)  Church  is  a 
theocracy,  but  it's  a  theocracy  in  which  there  is  a  blend  of  democracy. 

"I  wish  I  had  time  to  analyse  it  a  little  further  with  you  because  it  is 
one  of  the  most  efficient  church  governments  in  the  world. 

"What  message  does  this  hold  for  us?  First  of  all  this  Church  is 
composed  of  laymen.  The  only  paid  people  in  it  are  the  people  who  give 
it  their  full  time — office  staff,  folk  like  that,  or  the  President  at  the  head 
of  the  Church  or  the  Twelve  Apostles,  but  normally  they  have  none  .  .  . 
It's  a  layman's  Church.  Just  think  of  the  work  these  laymen  do  .  .  .  Our 
protestant  Church  is  built  upon  laymen.  Our  Presbyterian  Church  is  built 
upon  laymen.  Unless  we  can  revive  the  laymen  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  the  Protestant  Church,  I  don't  believe  the  Protestant  Church  has  any 
great  future  .  .  .  Unless  you  can  get  the  laymen  of  your  Church  to  teach 
and  to  visit  with  the  old-time  zeal,  I  tell  you  your  Church  will  be  a 
dwindling  Church.  That's  true  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  I  think,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other,  because  more  than  any  other  we  have  emphasized 
this  fact  of  the  eldership,  the  eldership  of  the  Church." 

The  Church  is  divided  into  stakes,  wards,  missions  and  branches.  A 
stake  is  a  geographical  unit  of  the  Church  similar  to  a  diocese.  A  ward 
is  the  mormon  equivalent  of  a  parish.  The  term  "stake"  has  both  Old  and 
New  Testament  background.  The  Church  was  prefigured  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment as  a  tabernacle  or  sanctuary — a  place  of  refuge  and  edification,  of 
covenant  and  revelation.  Isaiah  uses  this  figure  when  he  says  of  the  Sanc- 
tuary :  ".  .  .  not  one  of  the  stakes  thereof  shall  ever  be  removed  .  .  ." — 
Isaiah  33:20.  Also:  ".  .  .  lengthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes." 
Isaiah  54:2. 

Each  stake  is  a  miniature  church  for  the  edifying,  unifying,  sanctifying 
and  perfecting  of  the  saints. — Ephisians  4: 11-13.  It  is  presided  over  by  three 
high  priests  and  acting  with  them  are  twelve  men  known  as  the  high 
council.  All  stakes,  wards  and  missions  are  organised  by  and  are  under 
the  directive  authority  of  the  First  Presidency  and  the  General  Authorities 
of  the  Church. 

The  First  Presidency  presides  over  all  the  priesthood  of  the  Church 
and  under  their  direction  the  stake  presidencies  preside  over  all  the  priest- 
hood of  the  stakes. 

All  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  general,  stake,  ward  and  mission,  are 
directed  by  men  who  hold  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  either  the  office 
of  high  priest,  seventy,  or  elder,  in  descending  order.  Speaking  generally 
the  administrative  officers  and  presiding  authorities  of  the  Church  are  high 
priests.  There  is  also  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  with  priests,  teachers,  and 
deacons    under    the    direction   of    the  Presiding    Bishopric   and    the   ward 
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bishops.  Every  male  member  in  the  Church  over  12  years  of  age,  if  he 
lives  worthily,  has  the  privilege  of  being  ordained  to  some  office  in  the 
priesthood.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  slides  that  there  is  wide  distribution  of 
authority  and  responsibility,  resulting  in  unusual  interest  and  actvity  by 
Church  members. 

In  each  stake  there  are  from  4  to  10  wards,  over  each  of  which  a 
bishop  presides,  assisted  by  two  counsellors.  Acting  under  their  direction 
are  the  ward  teachers  who  visit  the  homes  of  all  members  each  month 
and  report  to  the  bishop  on  the  physical,  financial,  and  spiritual  condition 
of  members. 

AUXILIARIES 

In  addition  to  the  priesthood  organization  are  the  following  auxiliaries : 
Relief  Society,  Sunday  School,  YMMIA,  YWMIA,  and  Primary. 

It  will  be  noted  that  each  of  these  auxiliary  organizations  is  presided 
over  by  a  president  and  two  counsellors,  with  a  general  board  and  stake 
and  ward  organizations  comparable  to  those  mentioned  under  the  heading 
of  general  Church  organization.  The  women's  Relief  Society,  for  example 
is  presided  over,  Church-wide  by  three  women,  assisted  by  a  general 
board  of  35  women,  more  or  less.  This  organization  works  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 

The  women  of  each  of  the  stakes  and  wards  are  also  organized  into 
Relief  Societies.  In  each  stake  there  is  a  stake  president  and  two  counsellors, 
with  a  board  of  12  or  more  women,  and  in  each  ward  there  is  a  president 
and  two  counsellors  and  a  secretary.  There  are  approximately  45,000 
officers  in  the  Relief  Society;  93,000  visiting  teachers  of  this  organization 
made  3,800,000  visits  to  the  homes  of  members  last  year.  This  is  cited  to 
indicate  the  activity  of  the  women  of  the  Church. 

Each  of  the  auxiliary  organizations  on  the  general,  stake,  and  ward 
level  has  a  president,  two  counsellors,  and  a  board.  Thus  all  members  of 
the  Church  have  opportunity  in  one  or  more  of  the  various  organizations 
to  share  responsibility  and  participate  in  activities.  For  example,  the 
Sunday  School  has  a  general  board  under  a  superintendent  and  two 
assistants,  who  act  under  priesthood  supervision.  The  General  Board  of 
the  Sunday  School  consists  at  present  of  61  men  and  23  women.  There 
are  approximately  83,128  officers  and  teachers  in  the  Sunday  School,  which 
is  organized  in  all  stakes,  wards  and  branches.  The  Young  Men's  and 
Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement  Associations  are  similarly  organized 
with  General  Boards  and  stake  and  ward  officers.  There  are  approximately 
43,000  officers  in  each  of  these  young  people's  organizations. 

While  the  home  is  the  most  basic  and  sacred  unit  of  the  Church,  the 
Primary  Association  assists  in  the  welfare  and  teaching  of  the  children. 
This  organization  is  presided  over  by  three  responsible,  well-trained,  and 
dedicated  women  who  serve  with  a  General  Board  under  the  direction  of 
the  General  Authorities.  Here  too,  there  are  executive  officers  and  boards 
on  the  stake  and  ward  level. 

In  addition  to  the  stake  organizations,  there  are  67  missions  in  the 
Church  operating  in  most  of  the  countries  of  the  world.  Each  mission  is 
presided  over  by  a  president  and  two  counsellors.  The  acting  missionaries, 
almost  10,000  in  number,  are  assigned  by  the  General  Authorities  of  the 
Church  to  the  various  missions  of  the  Church.  They  serve  voluntarily  and 
without  pay  for  two  years  or  more.  Missions  are  divided  into  districts  and 
branches,  each  presided  over  by  a  president  and  two  counsellors.  Priest- 
hood organizations  are  set  up  in  the  missions  similar  to  those  in  the  stakes. 
There  are  also  auxilliary  organizations  in  the  missions  where  membershp 
warrants  it. 

The  grand  total  of  officers  and  teachers  in  the  stakes  and  missions  is 
650,508.  Out  of  a  Church  membership  of  1,683,000,  the  ratio  of  officers 
and   teachers  to  membership  is  one  officer  to  2.65  members. 

Our  emblem  is  the  beehive,  signifying  industry,  and  we  are  striving  to 
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achieve  hives  without  drones,  where  each  will  contribute  to  the  general 
good,  where  free  agency  will  not  be  trammelled,  when  initiative  is  en- 
couraged, and  where  love  of  God  will  be  evidenced  by  service  to  fellow 
men. 

You  will  remember  reading  that  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given  to  the 
apostles  at  the  time  of  Pentecost  with  the  gifts,  powers,  and  authority  of 
the  Holy  Priesthood  for  the  purpose,  as  Paul  said,  of  ".  .  .  perfecting  of 
the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of 
Christ  .  .  ." — Ephesians  4:12. 

WELFARE 

In  1^36,  following  the  great  depression,  the  Church  inaugurated  the 
programme  which  is  now  known  as  the  Church  Welfare  Plan.  This  has 
received  national  and  international  approval.  The  First  Presidency 
announced  that  the  purpose  of  the  plan  was  to  set  up,  insofar  as  it  might 
be  possible,  a  system  under  which  the  curse  of  idleness  would  be  done 
away  with,  the  evil  of  the  dole  abolished,  and  independence,  industry, 
thrift  and  self  respect  be  once  more  established  amongst  the  people.  The 
aim  of  the  Church  is  to  help  the  people  to  help  themselves.  Work  is  to 
be  re-enthroned  as  a  ruling  principle  in  the  lives  of  our  Church  member- 
ship. 

You  will  remember  that  Paul  said  to  Timothy :  "But  if  any  provide 
not  for  his  own,  and  specially  for  those  of  his  own  house,  he  hath  denied 
the  faith,   and   is  worse  than  an  infidel." — 1   Timothy  5:8. 

As  the  Welfare  Programme  developed,  the  Church  organized  Welfare 
Regions  and  put  into  operation  welfare  production  projects,  largely  in  the 
field  of  agriculture,  but  also  in  manufacturing. 

There  is  located  in  Salt  Lake  City  what  is  known  as  Welfare  Square — 
a  great  tourist  attraction.  Nearly  all  of  the  work  done  on  this  tremendous 
building  project  was  contributed  or  accomplished  by  men  receiving  assis- 
tance from  the  Welfare  Plan,  and  much  of  the  building  material  was 
salvaged  from  demolished  buildings,  including  lumber,  brick,  flooring,  glass, 
doors,  electric  wiring,  etc. 

In  1938  the  Deseret  Industries  programme  was  organized  and  put 
hundreds  of  people  to  work  at  productive  labour,  taught  many  new  skills, 
and  channeled  hundreds  of  Church  members  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  unemployed,  into  private  industry  where  they  have  become  self- 
supporting.  Deseret  Industries  now  has  three  major  processing  plants  and 
many  retail  stores.  Members  throughout  the  Church  have  co-operated  in 
this  project  by  turning  in  used  clothing,  furniture  and  appliances  so  that 
these  items  could  be  repaired  or  rebuilt  for  sale  or  use  in  the  bishop's 
storehouse  programme  and  provide  employment  for  hundreds  of  otherwise 
unemployables. 

In  1940  we  built  some  huge  grain  elevators  on  Welfare  Square.  The 
tower  rises  240  feet  from  the  ground  and  the  bins  provide  space  for  3 1 8,000 
bushels  of  grain. 

The  programme  has  provided  its  own  facilities  to  can  and  process 
food  required  by  the  needy  members.  These  activities  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  experts  who  contribute  their  time  without  pay.  We  have  31 
modern,  clean,  and  well-supervised  canneries,  two  milk-processing  units, 
and  we  also  have  a  mill  and  elevators  at  Kaysville  for  the  purpose  of 
milling  flour  and  cereal  and  making  feeds  for  livestock  on  Church  Welfare 
projects.  And  here  we  have  storage  facilities  for  another  164,000  bushels  of 
grain. 

The  programme  has  provided  its  own  facilities  to  can  and  process 
food  required  by  the  needy  members.  These  activities  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  experts  who  contribute  their  time  without  pay.  We  have  31 
modern,  clean,  and  well-supervised  canneries,  two  milk-processing  units, 
and  we  also  have  a  mill  and  elevators  at  Kaysville  for  the  purpose  of 
milling  flour  and  cereal  and  making  feeds  for  livestock  on  Church  Welfare 

94  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  April,   1962. 


projects.  And  here  we  have  storage  facilities  for  another  164,000  bushels  of 
grain. 

In  1947  the  Welfare  Plan  began  the  active  operation  of  a  coal  mine 
which  supplies  all  coal  required  by  the  Welfare  Programme  in  addition 
to  supplying  the  coal  to  Church  institutions  and  chapels  in  Utah  and 
Idaho. 

The  Welfare  Plan  has  proved  itself  in  many  emergencies  since  it  was 
organized.  Time  will  not  permit  enumerating  them,  but  illustrative  of  its 
effectiveness  I  call  your  attention  to  the  floods  in  Idaho  last  week.  At 
10.30  one  morning  a  phone  call  came  to  the  Welfare  office  from  Idaho 
Falls,  reporting  that  300  families  of  Church  members  were  in  distress  due 
to  the  floods.  They  called  for  emergency  food,  clothing  and  bedding.  At 
4  p.m.  the  same  day  trucks  were  on  their  way  to  Idaho  Falls  with  beds, 
mattresses,  springs,  blankets,  sheets,  10  tons  of  clothing,  five  tons  of  food 
and  many  other  needed  items. 

Practically  all  of  the  items  sent  to  Idaho  Falls  on  this  occasion  were 
produced  by  Deseret  Industries.  This  is  the  branch  of  the  programme  which 
provides  work  opportunities  for  Church  members  who,  due  to  old  age 
or  physical  or  mental  handicaps  are  unemployed  in  the  competitive 
labour  market.  Practically  all  the  food  was  produced  on  stake  welfare 
projects.  Processing  plants  include  dairy,  chickens,  cattle,  hogs,  fish,  vege- 
tables, fruit,  berries,  nuts,  honey,  bakery  and  cannery  production,  etc. 
Foods  produced  or  raised  in  one  area  are  exchanged  for  that  produced  in 
another.  For  example,  citrus  fruits  raised  on  Welfare  projects  in  California 
and  Florida  may  be  exchanged  for  vegetables,  meat,  or  grain  produced 
in  Idaho  or  Montana. 

In  cases  of  emergency  such  as  the  above,  no  repayment  is  required 
from  recipients. 

The  stake,  regional,  and  central  bishops'  storehouses  are  the  reservoirs 
for  the  storage  and  distribution  of  the  physical  stocks  of  food,  clothing, 
bedding  and  fuel  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  who  are  in  distress. 

We  are  teaching  our  people  as  a  fundamental  truth  the  proposition 
that  the  responsibility  for  the  individual's  economic  maintenance  rest  (1) 
upon  himself  (a)  upon  his  family  and  (3)  upon  the  Church.  We  do  not 
lean  on  the  federal  or  state  governments.  The  accumulative  action  of  the 
many  can  generate  the  energy  and  power  for  good  which  can  become 
irresistible.  In  1960,  from  the  fast  offering  funds  and  the  commodities 
distributed  from  the  bishops'  storehouses,  over  $5,000,000  worth  of  food 
and  clothing  etc.,  was  distributed  to  the  needy. 

In  an  attempt  to  provide  employment  and  make  provision  for  future 
needs  the  Church  owns  and  operates  large  farms  and  ranches  in  various 
states  and  in  Canada.  In  Florida  and  Georgia  we  have  grazing  and  feeding 
facilities  for  100,000  cattle  on  320,000  acres.  Thus  the  Church  attempts  to 
help  care  for  the  physical  needs  of  its  people  in  case  of  emergency. 

TITHING 

The  Church  has  a  unique,  though  ancient  financial  system.  We  accept 
and  practice  the  law  of  tithing.  Each  member,  including  all  officers,  volun- 
tarily pays  to  the  bishop  of  his  ward  one-tenth  of  his  increase  annually. 
This  money  is  used  for  ward,  stake,  and  general  expenses  and  for  building 
chapels,  tabernacles,  and  temples,  and  for  relief  of  the  poor  and  un- 
fortunate. 

FAST  OFFERING 

Another  source  of  income  to  the  Church  and  one  which  is  set  apart 
for  a  specific  purpose  is  the  "fast-day  offering".  On  the  first  Sunday  of 
each  month  each  member  of  the  church  is  expected  to  fast  or  abstain  from 
two  meals.  The  amount  which  the  two  meals  would  have  cost  is  paid  to 
the  bishop  and  used  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  This  has  been 
called  a  "painless  extraction"  as  the  family  budget  is  really  not  affected. 
Should  one  ward  or  stake  have  more  fast  offering  than  needed  to  care 

April.   1962.  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  95 


its  own  poor  the  ofTerage   is   made  available  to  other  groups   where   the 
need  is  greater. 

WORD  OF  WISDOM 

The  Church  has  a  health  law  known  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  Mem- 
bers are  taught  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  liquor  and  tobacco  and  all 
forms  of  narcotics  or  stimulants. 

BUILDING  PROGRAMME 

Since  1955  we  have  built  or  have  under  construction  948  chapels  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  50  in  Europe,  28  in  South  and  Central 
America.  86  in  the  South  Pacific,  18  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  or  a  total 
of  1,130.  Before  1955  we  completed  1,750  chapels.  This  year's  building 
budget  is  $41,819,847. 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  SYSTEM 

Believing  that  the  "glory  of  God  is  intelligence,"  and  that  man's  glory 
will  be  measured  by  his  intelligence,  education  becomes  a  part  of  our 
religion.  A  man  cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance. 

We  have  a  unified  Church  school  system  under  the  supervision  of  a 
chancellor.  The  Brigham  Young  University  in  Provo,  Utah,  is  one  of  the 
larger  church-related  educational  institutions  of  the  country.  In  addition, 
the  Church  maintains  the  Ricks  College  in  Idaho,  the  LDS  Business  College 
in  Salt  Lake  City  and  the  Juarez  Academy  in  Mexico,  plus  18  elementary 
and  high  schools,  with  a  total  enrolment  of  1,800  students  in  Mexico.  In 
this  system  there  will  be  enrolled  during  1962  nearly  100,000  students 
receiving  religious  instruction.  (More  than  72,000  of  these  are  high  school 
students  attending  seminary  classes,  some  on  a  released  time  basis  and 
others  attending  during  non-released  time.  Over  12,000  are  university 
students  attending  classes  in  our  institutes  of  religion.)  Also,  in  52  colleges 
and  universities  there  are  church  clubs  which  meet  weekly  to  study  the 
Gospel  and  hold  special  socials  and  Church-related  functions.  In  addition, 
under  the  direction  of  the  First  Presidency,  the  Church  has  established  in 
the  South  Pacific  the  Pacific  Board  of  Education  under  which  are  operated 
the  Church  College  of  Hawaii,  a  four-year,  fully  accredited  liberal  arts 
college,  the  Church  College  of  New  Zealand,  plus  three  high  schools  and 
three  elementary  schools  to  serve  the  needs  of  Mormon  students  in  the 
Pacific  area. 

We  are  searching  for  truth,  moral,  intellectual,  and  spiritual  truth 
and   attempting   to  share  it  as  we  search. 

And  now  a  brief  discussion  of  the  Theology  of  the  Church. 

GODHEAD 

We  affirm  the  existence  of  the  true  and  living  God.  He  is  the  Supreme 
Being  in  whose  image  and  likeness  man  was  created.  We  accept  the  scrip- 
tural account  of  the  creation  and  fall  of  man.  Through  the  fall  physical 
degeneration  and  death  entered  into  the  world.  Our  earth  life  is  but  one 
stage  of  a  continuing  and  eternal  journey.  The  birth  of  the  mortal  body 
does  not  mark  man's  beginning  nor  will  physical  death  mark  the  end 
of  his  progress. 

All  things,  including  man.  were  created  spiritually  before  they  were 
created  temporally.  We  lived  as  intelligent  beings  and  as  the  spirit  children 
of  God  had  free  agency,  were  endowed  with  the  capacity  of  choice,  but 
were  and  are  warned,  as  was  Adam,  that  we  must  take  the  consequences 
of  our  choice. 

Our  coming  into  mortality  was  part  of  a  divine  plan  for  man's  con- 
tinuous development  throughout  eternity.  The  earth  phase  of  man's  edu- 
cation toward  salvation  was  foreordained  but  voluntary.  This  experience  is 
the  means  by  which  embodied  spirits  will  be  subjected  to  trials  and  tests 
without  which  we  could  not  achieve  the  perfection  which  Christ  enjoined. 
The  Apostle  Paul  reminds  us,  speaking  of  the  Saviour:  "Though  he  were 
a  Son.  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered :  And 
being  made  perfect,  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all 
them  that  obey  him  .  .  ." — Hebrews  5 : 8-9. 
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In  our  Articles  of  Faith  we  state  our  belief  in  God  the  Eternal  Father, 
and  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  other  words,  the 
Trinity,  but  we  believe  they  are  separate  and  distinct  entities.  This  is  the 
first  distinguishing  and,  to  some,  disturbing  doctrine  of  the  Church.  We 
do  not  subscrbe  to  some  of  the  creeds  which  declare  Him  to  be  incompre- 
hensible, immaterial,  and  without  body  or  parts.  While  we  agree  that 
finite  man  cannot  fully  comprehend  God,  there  is  ample  scriptural  support 
for  the  faith  that  we  may  progressively  increase  our  comprehension.  In 
fact,  life  eternal  depends  upon  our  knowing  Him.  Note  the  words  of 
Jesus  who  said :  "And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent."- — John  17:3. 
Certainly  our  faith  in  Him  will  increase  as  we  learn  of  Him.  Compre- 
hension ana  understanding  are  essential  to  intelligent  worship. 

That  the  three  members  of  the  Godhead  are  separate  individuals, 
physically  distinct  from  one  another  is  evidenced  by  the  sacred  records 
of  His  dealings  with  man.  One  example,  when  the  Saviour  was  baptized, 
John  recognized  the  sign  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  Christ  stood  before  him  in 
a  tabernacles  of  flesh,  and  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Father  acknowledging 
the  Son :  "This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." — Matthew 
3:17.  In  this  case  the  Holy  Trinity  manifested  themselves,  each  in  a 
different  way,  and  each  was  distinct  from  the  others. 

You,  of  course,  are  familiar  with  the  testimony  of  Stephen  at  the 
time  of  his  martyrdom.  "But  he,  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  looked  up 
steadfastly  into  heaven,  and  saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  on 
the  right  hand  of  God.  And  said,  "Behold,  I  see  the  heavens  opened,  and 
the  Son  of  Man  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God." — Acts  7 :  55-56.  We 
are  assured  that  Christ  was  in  the  express  image  of  His  Father:  "Who 
being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  upholding  all  things  by  the  word 
of  his  power,  when  he  had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high  .  .  ." — Hebrews  1  :3.  Man  also  was 
created  in  the  image  of  God :  "So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in 
the  image  of  God  created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he  them." — 
Genesis  1 :  27. 

Therefore  we  know  that  both  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  personal 
and  are  in  perfection  what  we  are  in  embryo.  Each  of  them  possesses  a 
tangible  body,  infinitely  pure  and  perfect  and  attended  by  transcendent 
glory,  nevertheless  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones.  "Behold  my  hands  and  my 
feet,  that  it  is  I  myself:  handle  me,  and  see;  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and 
bones,  as  ye  see  me  have." — Luke  24 :  39. 

But  I  came  today  not  to  argue  my  case  but  merely  to  state  it. 

JESUS  OF  NAZARETH 

We  accept  the  New  Testament  story  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  born 
into  mortality  of  the  virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  approximately  33  years 
in  and  around  Judea.  After  three  years  of  transcendent  ministry  He  was 
crucified  and  His  body  was  placed  in  a  borrowed  tomb.  The  miraculous 
resurrection  of  His  glorified  body  broke  the  bonds  of  death  and  made 
resurrection  possible  for  all  men.  As  Paul  said :  "For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." — Corinthians  15:22.  We  believe 
in  the  literal  resurrection  of  the  bodies  of  all  men. 

After  His  resurrection  from  the  dead,  He  appeared  to  many  before 
ascending  into  heaven.  You  are  all  familiar  with  Paul's  discussion  of  the 
resurrection  as  recorded  in  1  Corinthians :  "And  that  he  was  buried,  and 
that  he  rose  again  the  third  day  according  to  the  scriptures;  And  that  he 
was  seen  of  Cephas,  then  of  the  twelve :  After  that,  he  was  seen  of  above 
five  hundred  brethren  at  once;  of  whom  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this 
present,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep.  After  that,  he  was  seen  of  James;  then 
of  all  the  apostles.  And  last  of  all  he  was  seen  of  me  also,  as  of  one  born 
out  of  due  time." — 1   Corinthians  15:4-8. 

"Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other :  for  there  is  none  other  name 
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under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." — Acts  4:12. 
To  all  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  surpassing  greatness  by 
which  men  have  judged  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  devout  Christian  must  add 
an  attribute  that  far  exceeds  the  sum  of  all  the  others — the  divinity  of 
Christ's  origin  and  the  eternal  reality  of  His  status  as  Lord  and  God.  I 
quote  Dr.  James  E.  Talmage : 

ATONEMENT 

"  ITie  atonement  accomplished  by  the  Saviour  was  a  vicarious  service 
for  mankind,  all  of  whom  had  become  estranged  from  God  through  sin; 
and  through  that  sacrifice  of  propitiation,  a  way  has  been  opened  for 
reconciliation  whereby  man  may  be  brought  again  into  communion  with 
God  and  be  made  able  to  live  and  advance  as  a  resurrected  being  in  the 
eternal  worlds.  This  fundamental  conception  is  strikingly  expressed  in  our 
English  word  atonement,  which,  as  its  syllables  indicate,  is  at-one-ment, 
'denoting  reconciliation,  or  the  bringing  into  agreement  of  those  who  had 
been  estranged.' 

"The  assured  resurrection  of  all  who  have  lived  and  died  on  earth  is 
a  foundation  stone  in  the  structure  of  (Mormon)  philosophy.  'Blessed  and 
holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection :  on  such  the  second  death 
hath  no  power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God  and  of  Christ,  and  shall 
reign  with   him   a  thousand   years.' — Revelation  20:6. 

"But  there  is  a  special  or  individual  effect  of  the  Atonement,  by 
which  every  soul  that  has  lived  in  the  flesh  to  the  age  and  condition  of 
responsibility  and  accountability  may  place  himself  within  the  reach  of 
divine  mercy  and  obtain  absolution  for  personal  sin  by  compliance  with 
the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  as  prescribed  and  decreed  by  the 
Author  of  this  plan  of  salvation.  The  indispensable  conditions  of  individual 
salvation  are:  (1)  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  that  is,  acceptance  of 
His  Gospel  and  allegiance  to  His  commandments,  and  to  Him  as  the  one 
and  only  Saviour  of  men.  (2)  Repentance,  embracing  genuine  contrition 
for  the  sins  of  the  past  and  a  resolute  turning  away  therefrom  with  a 
determination  to  avoid,  by  all  possible  effort,  future  sin.  (3)  Baptism  by 
immersion  in  water,  for  the  remission  of  sins;  the  ordinance  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  one  having  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood,  that  is  to  say 
the  right  and  commission  to  thus  officiate  in  the  name  of  Deity.  (4)  The 
higher  baptism  of  the  Spirit  or  bestowal  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  autho- 
rized imposition  of  hands  by  one  holding  the  requisite  authority — that  of 
the  higher  or  Melchizedek  Priesthood.  To  insure  the  salvation  to  which 
compliance  with  these  fundamental  principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
makes  the  repentant  believer  eligible,  a  life  of  continued  resistance  to  sin 
and   observance  of  the   laws  of  righteousness   is   requisite. 

"The  life  we  are  to  experience  hereafter  will  be  the  result  of  the  life 
we  lead  in  this  world;  and  as  here  men  exhibit  infinite  gradations  of 
faithful  adherence  to  the  truth,  and  of  servility  to  sin,  so  in  the  world 
beyond  the  grave  gradations  will  exist  Salvation  grades  into  exaltation,  and 
every  soul  shall  find  place  and  condition  as  befits  him.  "Mormonism" 
affirms,  on  the  basis  of  direct  revelation  from  God,  that  graded  degrees  of 
glory  are  prepared  for  the  souls  of  men,  and  that  these  comprise  in  de- 
creasing order  the  Celestial,  the  Terrestrial,  and  the  Telestial  kingdoms  of 
glory,  within  each  of  which  are  orders  or  grades  innumerable.  These 
several  glories — Celestial,  Terrestrial,  and  Telestial — are  comparable  to  the 
sun,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  in  their  beauty,  worth  and  splendour.  Such 
a  condition  was  revealed  to  the  Apostle  Paul :  "There  are  also  celestial 
bodies,  and  bodies  terrestrial :  but  the  glory  of  the  celestial  is  one,  and 
the  glory  of  the  terrestrial  is  another.  There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  and 
another  glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  stars :  for  one  star 
differeth  from  another  star  in  glory.  So  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead  .  .  ." — 1  Corinthians  15:40-42.  Thus  is  it  provided  in  the  economy  of 
God.   that   to   progression  there   is  no  end." 
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We  do  not  believe  in  deathbed  repentance  nor  in  instantaneous  sal- 
vation. Salvation  is  an  ongoing  process,  a  lifetime  endeavour,  in  fact  an 
eternal  quest.  We  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  the  atonement  of  Christ,  that 
He  did  for  us  what  we  could  not  do  for  ourselves;  that  through  his  atoning 
blood  all  men  will  be  raised  from  the  dead,  but  our  individual  exaltation 
will,  with  His  grace,  be  achieved  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel.  A  man  cannot  be  saved  in  his  sins,  but  from  them.  "We 
accept  the  scriptural  doctrine  of  the  atonement  wrought  by  Jesus  Christ. 
He  broke  the  bonds  of  death  and  provided  a  way  for  the  annulment  of 
the  effects  of  individual  sin.  He  was  the  only  sinless  man  who  ever  walked 
the  earth;  He  was  the  first  begotten  in  the  spirit  world  and  the  Only 
Begotten  of  the  Father  in  the  flesh  and  therefore  the  only  one  who  posses- 
sed the  full  powers  of  godhood  and  manhood.  He  was  chosen  and  fore- 
ordained in  the  primeval  council  before  the  earth  was  formed.  "And  now, 

0  Father,  glorify  Thou  me  with  Thine  Own  Self  with  the  glory  which 

1  had  with  Thee  before  the  world  was." — St.  John  17:5.  He  was  the  only 
one  wholly  free  from  the  dominion  of  Satan;  the  only  one  who  possessed 
the  power  to  hold  death  in  abeyance  and  to  die  only  as  he  willed  to  do 
so.  "For  as  the  Father  hath  life  in  himself;  so  hath  he  given  to  the  Son 
to  have  life  in  himself  .  .  ."■ — John  5:26.  "Therefore  doth  my  father  love 
me,  because  I  lay  down  my  life,  that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man  taketh 
it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself.I  have  power  to  lay  it  down  and 
I  have  power  to  take  it  again.  This  commandment  have  I  received  of  my 
Father.'"— John   10:17-18. 

ETERNAL  PROGRESSION 

We  do  not  subscribe  to  the  beliefs  of  some  that  we  shall  spend  eternity 
in  idleness  where  initiative  and  effort  are  no  longer  needed  and  where  the 
rewards  of  accomplishment  are  no  longer  sought,  where  adventure  is 
impossible  because  all  has  been  achieved. 

We  do  not  believe  that  salvation  may  be  achieved  by  mere  intellectual 
assent  or  acquiescence,  or  by  subscribing  to  some  creed,  nor  yet  alone  by 
the  administration  of  sacraments.  Salvation  is  an  eternal  quest  where 
rewards  are  dependent  upon  active  obedience  brings  sorrow,  remorse  and 
condemnation  unless  sincere  repentance  leads  to  forgiveness.  We  hold  that 
salvation  from  sin  is  obtainable  only  through  obedience,  and  that  while 
the  door  to  the  kingdom  of  God  was  opened  by  the  sacrificial  death  and 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  no  man  may  enter  there  except  by 
his  own  personal  and  voluntary  application  expressed  in  terms  of  obedience 
to  the  prescribed  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  "We  believe  that 
through  the  Atonement  of  Christ,  all  mankind  may  be  served,  by  obedience 
to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel." — Third  Article  of  Faith. 

We  believe  that  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven  whereby  man 
can  be  saved  but  with  James  we  add,  "Faith  without  works  is  dead." 
".  .  .  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that  obey 
him  .  .  ." — Hebrews  5:9.  "Who  will  render  to  every  man  according  to 
his  deeds :  To  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  seek  for 
glory  and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life :  But  unto  them  that  are 
contentious  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteosuness,  indigna- 
tion and  wrath,  Tribulation  and  anguish,  upon  every  soul  of  man  that 
doeth  evil,  of  the  Jew  first,  and  also  of  the  Gentile;  But  glory,  honour  and 
peace,  to  every  man  that  worketh  good,  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the 
Gentile:    For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God." — Romans  2:6-11. 

ORIGINAL  SIN  —  CHILDREN  INNOCENT 

We  do  not  accept  the  doctrine  of  original  sin  as  taught  by  some  of 
the  churches,  but  believe  that  children  are  born  innocent  and  if  they  die 
in  infancy  they  are  saved  through  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  In 
this  I  think  you  agree  with  us.  I  read  in  the  Westminster  Confession  as 
modified  in  1902:  "All  who  die  in  infancy  are  chosen  of  God  and  saved 
by  Christ  through  the  Spirit."  This  was  confirmed  by  Henry  Van  Dyke, 
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who  wrote:    "Presbyterians  today  believe  that  all  who  die  in  infancy  are 
saved  by  Jesus  Christ." 

However,  when  children  reach  the  age  of  eight  Christ's  injunction 
applies  to  them,  viz:  "Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." — John3:5. 

BIBLE 

We  accept  the  King  James  version  of  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of 
God.  We  teach  the  Bible,  both  Old  and  New  Testaments,  in  our  Sunday 
Schools,  seminaries  and  Church  schools  and  urge  our  members  to  learn 
and  live  by  its  precepts,  and  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  prophets  and 
apostles  and  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

BOOK  OF  MORMON 

We  also  have  a  scripture  known  as  the  Book  of  Mormon  which  is  a 
sacred  record  of  some  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  America,  some  of 
whose  descendants  greeted  Columbus  when  he  arrived.  This  book  was  not 
written  by  Joseph  Smith  or  by  any  of  his  contemporaries  but  was  written 
by  various  authors  who  lived  at  the  times  when  the  recorded  events  trans- 
pired. To  us  it  is  a  sacred  record  because  its  authors  were  prophets  of 
God  who  were  instructed  by  Him  to  preserve  the  records  for  future  use. 
The  location  of  the  plates  was  revealed  by  the  one  who,  under  divine 
mandate,  deposited  them  in  a  hillside  about  400  A.D.  and  the  record  was 
later  delivered  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  by  him  translated  by 
the  gift  and  power  of  God. 

The  records  were  kept  on  metallic  plates,  some  brass  and  some  gold, 
and  were  written  in  the  language  of  the  times  referred  to  as  reformed 
Egyptian. 

This  record  covers  a  period  of  history  from  approximately  600  years 
B.C.  to  400  A.D.,  although  there  is  reference  to  other  migrations  and 
peoples  preceding  that  time.  The  record  states  that  the  people  who  became 
the  early  Americans  were  led  to  this  country  under  Divine  behest  and 
guidance  and  that  they  brought  with  them  certain  records  from  Jerusalem, 
including  parts  of  the  Old  Testament  from  which  the  authors  frequently 
quote. 

The  book  informs  us  that  the  people  became  very  numerous,  built 
large  cities,  and  developed  a  high  state  of  civilization.  (This  is  confirmed 
by  archaelogical  discoveries  in  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America.)  But 
through  wars  and  contentions  most  of  them  were  destroyed.  Some  of  the 
descendants  of  the  original  colonizer  rebelled  against  their  father  and 
against  God  and  were  cursed  with  a  dark  skin.  These  were  the  ancestors 
of  the  American  Indians  referred  to  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  Lamanites. 
The  other  branches  of  the  original  families  became  extinct  through  inter- 
necine wars. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  is  in  complete  harmony  with  the  Bible  and 
quotes  from  it  frequently.  It  is  a  new  witness  for  Christ.  On  the  flyleaf  it 
is  stated  that  one  purpose  of  its  publication  is  to  convince  both  Jew  and 
Gentile  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  book  its 
authors  bear  fervent  testimony  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  indeed  the 
Son  of  God,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  The  book  records  personal  visits 
by  the  resurrected  Lord  to  the  people  of  the  American  continent.  This 
fulfills  his  promise  to  visit  his  "other  sheep".  "And  other  sheep  I  have, 
which  are  not  of  this  fold :  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear 
my  voice;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  shepherd." — John  10:16. 

To  the  Latter-day  Saints  the  Book  of  Mormon  does  not  in  any  way 
take  the  place  of  or  substitute  for  the  Holy  Bible.  It  is  a  Bible  or  sacred 
record  of  another  branch  of  the  House  of  Israel,  written  and  preserved  in 
much  the  same  way  as  was  the  Bible,  except  that  it  had  fewer  translations. 
Thus  we  have  two  sticks  or  books  being  the  records  of  two  branches  of 
the  House  of  Israel,  Judah  and  Joseph.  Ezekiel  records :  "The  word  of 
the  Lord  came  again  unto  me.  saying.  Moreover,  thou  son  of  man,  take 
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thee  one  stick,  and  write  upon  it,  For  Judah,  and  for  the  children  of 
Israel  his  companions :  then  take  another  stick,  and  write  upon  it,  For 
Joseph,  the  stick  of  Ephraim,  and  for  all  the  house  of  Israel  his  com- 
panions:  And  join  them  one  to  another  into  one  stick;  and  they  shall 
become  one  in  thine  hand." — Ezekiel  37: 15-17. 

Anyone  who  reads  the  Book  of  Mormon  will  be  impressed  by  its 
Biblical  style,  its  simple  but  moving  narrative,  its  prophetic  utterances, 
and  its  admonitions  to  purity  of  life  and  obedience  to  the  commandments 
of  God  the  Father  and  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord.  Moreover  it  contains  a 
promise  to  every  one  who  reads  it  with  a  sincere  heart:  "And  when  ye 
shall  receive  the  things,  I  would  ask  God,  the  Eeternal  Father,  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true;  and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere 
heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest  the  truth 
of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost."- — Moroni  10:4. 

Despite  bitter  persecution  and  violent  scornful  opposition  to  the 
book,  it  has  been  a  best  seller  for  over  130  years.  It  has  been  translated 
into  27  different  languages  and  more  than  3,000,000  copies  have  been  sold. 
At  the  present  time  we  are  publishing  approximately  400,000  copies  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  each  year. 

Some  non-Mormon  writers  who  have  taken  time  to  read  and  study 
the  book  describe  it  as  unique,  powerful,  and  inspiring.  I  shall  quote  but 
one  or  two  of  them.  Charles  H.  Hull,  Professor  of  Cornell  University, 
wrote :  "I  am  perfectly  willing  to  say  to  anyone  that  I  suppose  the  Book 
of  Mormon  to  be  one  of  the  most  famous  and  widely  discussed  books 
ever  published  in  America.  I  think  an  arguable  case  can  be  made  for  the 
assertion  that  it  is  the  most  famous  and  widely  discussed  book  ever  first 
published  in  America." 

A  Rochester  newspaper  editor,  in  1930,  wrote:  "The  book  itself, 
however,  remained  on  which  was  founded  the  greatest  religion  of  the 
continent  and  the  century  ...  It  was  not  the  book  itself  but  the  wonderful 
influence  it  had  on  America  that  counted." 

Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Henry  A.  Wallace,  wrote  on  November  5, 
1937:  "Of  all  the  American  books  of  the  nineteenth  century,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  the  most  powerful.  It  reached 
perhaps  only  one  per  cent  of  the  United  States,  but  it  affected  this  one 
per  cent  so  powerfully  and  lastingly  that  all  the  people  in  the  United 
States  have  been  affected,  especially  by  its  contribution  in  opening  one 
of  our  great  frontiers." 

MARRIAGE  COVENANT 

To  us  the  marriage  covenant  is  sacred  and  when  solemnized  by  proper 
authority  it  is  known  as  Celestial  or  eternal  marriage.  As  God  is  love  and 
is  eternal,  so  love  is  eternal.  The  family  relationship  is  intended  to  be  a 
continuing  association  throughout  eternity.  We  believe  with  Keats  in  "the 
holiness  of  the  heart's  affection."  We  deplore  the  ever  increasing  rate  of 
divorce  in  our  country. 

Each  eternal  or  Celestial  marriage  is  solemnized  by  one  of  the  general 
authorities  or  others  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Church,  who,  as  we  believe,  holds  the  same  authority  as  was  conferred 
upon  Peter  by  the  Saviour  when  he  said :  "And  I  will  give  unto  thee  the 
keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  on  earth 
shall  be  bound  in  heaven :  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth  shall 
be  loosed  in  heaven." — Matthew  16:19. 

Such  marriages  must  be  performed  in  temples  and  only  worthy  mem- 
bers, i.e.  those  who  live  up  to  the  standards  of  the  Church,  are  permitted 
to  enter.  Written  permission  to  enter  a  temple  is  given  by  a  ward  bishop 
with  the  approval  of  a  stake  president. 

TEMPLES 

Temples  are  distinctive  and  unique  within  the  Church.  We  build 
chapels,   tabernacles,   and   other  Church   buildings  for  public  worship  but 
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we  reserve  the  temples  for  sacred  rites  and  ordinance  work  such  as  bap- 
tisms, marriages,  sealings,  etc.  Temples  are  generally  the  most  attractive 
and  beautiful  buildings  in  the  Church.  There  are  13  temples  in  the  Church. 
They  are  located  at  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada;  Mesa,  Arizona;  Laie,  Ohu, 
Hawaii;  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho;  Logan,  Utah;  Surrey,  England;  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Manti,  Utah;  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Berne,  Switzerland;  St. 
George,  Utah;  and  New  Zealand. 

POLYGAMY 

In  this  connection  I  am  sure  some  of  you  will  be  wondering  and 
probably  wish  to  ask  regarding  the  practice  of  polygamy  by  some  members 
of  the  Church  in  its  early  history.  Some  members  of  the  Church  did 
practice  polygamy  with  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  of  the  Church — 
this  sanction  was  based  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Old  Testament.  About 
two  per  cent  of  the  members  were  polygamists,  and  they  believed  it  to 
be  a  revelation  from  heaven  and  therefore  a  religious  principle.  It  was 
discontinued,  also  by  revelation,  in  the  year  1890.  Since  that  time  any 
member  of  the  Church  who  practises  or  persistently  advocates  the  practice 
of  polvgamv  has  been  and  is  subject  to  excommunication  from  the  Church. 

We  believe  in  a  single  standard  of  morality.  Both  men  and  women  are 
required  to  strictly  observe  the  law  of  chastity.  The  commandment,  "Thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery,"  applies  to  all  Promiscuity  and  all  extra-marital 
relationships  are  grievous  sins  in  the  sight  of  God  and  are  punishable  by 
excommunication  from  the  Church. 

CONTINUED  REVELATION 

Believing  as  we  do  that  the  Church  is  built  upon  the  same  foundation 
as  existed  in  the  primitive  Church,  viz.  apostles  and  prophets,  with  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  chief  cornerstone,  it  inevitably  follows — that  we  believe  in 
continued  revelation  from  God  through  the  prophets. 

All  of  you,  being  familiar  with  the  scripture,  know  that  through  all 
the  dispensations  of  the  Gospel  referred  to  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
the  leaders  of  the  Church,  being  prophets  of  God,  were  in  contact  with 
Him  either  by  dreams,  visions,  revelations,  or  face-to-face  communication 
as  in  the  case  of  Moses. 

An  English  divine  recently  said :  "Oh,  that  some  man  would  arise 
who  could  authoritatively  say  to  the  world,  'Thus  saith  the  Lord!'' 

We  ask  is  it  possible  that  religion  is  the  one  department  of  human 
interest,  investigation  and  research  where  progress  is  impossible?  Would 
any  professor  say  to  his  class  in  chemistry,  astronomy,  physics,  or  geology, 
that  no  further  discovery  or  revelation  of  scientific  truth  is  possible?  Is 
religion  the  only  human  interest  which  is  static?  Did  Christ  intend  to 
leave  His  Church  without  divine  guidance? 

For  ourselves,  because  of  our  faith  in  the  universal  and  unchangeable 
love  and  justice  of  God,  we  cannot  believe  that  His  Church  in  one  dis- 
pensation would  be  blessed  and  led  by  what  in  television  parlance  might 
be  termed  "live"  revelation  and  in  other  dispensation  leave  a  distraught 
and  imperiled  world  with  only  the  recorded  messages  of  ancient  prophets, 
some  of  which  messages  were  for  specific  purposes,  given  to  meet  special 
circumstances.  We  believe  that  revelation,  both  "live"  and  recorded,  is 
now  and  will  continue  to  be  available  to  men.  Whenever  the  Lord  has 
recognized  His  Church,  He  has  given  through  His  prophets  messages  of 
warning,  instruction,  and  guidance. 

When  we  say  that  we  believe  that  God  has  revealed,  we  declare  our 
faith  in  the  scriptures.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  a  repository  of  Divine 
truth  and  that  it  is  authoritative,  though  not  beyond  the  need  for  inter- 
pretation and  proper  translation  and,  therefore,  we  say,  when  we  declare 
our  faith  in  the  Bible,  "as  far  as  it  is  translated  correctly."  When  we 
declare  that  we  believe  all  that  God  does  now  reveal,  that  He  still  speaks 
through  His  prophets,  and  that  His  word  is  scripture  whenever  and 
wherever  given,  when  we  make  this  statement  we  are  simply  teaching  the 
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Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  declaring  as  true  the  Judeo-Christian  religion. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  was  established  and  is  now  directed  by 
revelation,  and  that  fact  is  largely  responsible  for  the  appeal  which  this 
new  Church  makes,  and  when  I  say  "new,"  I  wish  to  emphasize  again  that 
to  us  it  is  not  new  but  a  restoration  of  that  which  was. 

This  Church  is  not  committed  to  any  formal,  inflexible  creed,  but  its 
members  are  taught  to  believe  in  and  live  by  the  revelations  of  the  past 
and  the  present  and  thus  prepare  themselves  for  revelations  yet  to  come. 
Our  concepts  and  even  our  faith  must  be  held  subject  to  new  light.  The 
present  and  urgent  need  for  continued  revelation  in  this  age  of  communism, 
atheism,  godlessness  and  the  spirit  of  the  anti-Christ  becomes  more  appa- 
rent when  we  realize  that  revelation  gives  us  our  most  conclusive  proof 
that  there  is  a  Divine  Being,  which  fact  is  being  savagely  denied  and 
challenged  by  the  communistic  world. 

SECOND  COMING 

We  accept  the  New  Testament  doctrine  concerninig  the  second  coming 
of  Christ;  that  He  will  rule  and  reign  on  the  earth  during  a  thousand 
years  of  peace  known  as  the  millennium.  His  second  coming  was  predicted 
by  the  apostles  and  prophets  of  old,  and  He  Himself  promised  to  return. 
The  angel  standing  by  at  the  time  of  His  ascension  said  to  the  astonished 
disciples:  "Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven?  This 
same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like 
manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven." — Acts  1:11.  "And  he  shall 
send  Jesus  Christ,  which  before  was  preached  unto  you :  Whom  the  heaven 
must  receive  until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began." — 
Acts  3:20-21. 

We  accept  the  charge  that  the  Gospel  must  be  preached  to  all  the 
world,  that  its  blessings  might  be  made  available  to  all  people,  regardless 
of  creed  or  nationality.  We  know  Christ  will  rule  and  reign  supreme  and 
victorious  despite  the  machinations  of  the  evil  and  designing  men  who  are 
organized  to  rob  men  of  their  liberty  and  enslave  them  both  body  and 
mind.  Free  agency  is  one  of  the  choices!,  of  all  the  blessings  vouchsafed  to 
man  by  our  Heavenly  Father.  This  He  will  not  withdraw  or  trammel  either 
here  or  hereafter.  We  believe  that  men  should  be  subject  to  civil  govern- 
ment, but  never  under  the  tyranny  of  despots.  We  believe  in  a  democratic 
form  of  government,  where  free  elections  may  be  held,  where  people  can 
elect  or  eject  their  representatives.  To  us  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  an  inspired  document. 

"We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent,  virtuous,  and 
in  doing  good  to  all  men;  indeed,  we  may  say  that  we  follow  the  admoni- 
tion of  Paul — We  believe  all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we  have  endured 
many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything 
virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these 
things."— The  13th  Article  of  Faith. 

In  carrying  out  of  the  work  committed  to  it,  the  Church  is  tolerant 
of  all  sects  and  parties,  claiming  for  itself  no  right  or  privilege  which  it 
would  deny  to  individuals  or  other  organizations.  It  affirms  itself  to  be 
The  Church  of  old  established  anew.  Its  message  to  the  world  is  that  of 
peace  and  goodwill — -an  invitation  to  come  and  partake  of  the  blessings 
incident  to  the  new  and  everlasting  covenant  between  God  and  His 
children.  Its  warning  voice  is  heard  in  all  lands  and  climes:  Repent  ye! 
Repent!  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand. 

To  summarize  then,  we  believe  : 

1.  In  a  living  personal  God  in  whose  image  man  was  made. 

2.  In  the  pre-mortal  existence  of  the  spirit. 

3.  In  the  eternal  nature  of  man-immortality. 

4.  Intelligence  is  eternal. 
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5.  Man  has  a  god-like  status. 

6.  Purpose  of  creation,  man's  eternal  joy. 

7.  The  human  body  is  sacred— not  evil  nor  born  in  sin. 

8.  Temple  work  for  the  living  and  the  dead. 

9.  Celestial  or  eternal  marriage — the  eternity  of  the  family  relationship. 
10.    That  men  may  be  saved  by  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus  if  they  keep 

His  commandments. 
I  should  like  to  add  this  one  word  to  you  young  men  by  way  of 
testimony.  In  my  heart  I  have  a  conviction  that  this  is  the  Gospel  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  it  has  been  restored  in  our  day,  that  God  is  a 
reality.  I  know  that  He  lives.  I  know  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven  by  which  men  can 
be  saved.  I  say  that  in  my  age,  with,  as  you  might  say,  one  foot  in  eternity, 
knowing  that  I  shall  have  to  give  an  account  for  what  I  say  and  I  repeat, 
in  His  Holy  name,  I  know  that  He  lives,  and  I  thank  God  for  that 
knowledge. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER   KAY  L.   TISCHNER— Supervising   Elder.   Cape   Town.    March    30th.    1962. 
ELDER  WILLIAM  L.   HULL— Suprevising   Elder.   Tri-City  (Bloemfontein).   march    30th.    1962. 
EDER   CLINTON   D.   PERKINS— Supervising   Elder  of   the   East    Rand,    March    30th.    1962. 
ELDER   DAVID   G.   NORTON— Travelling   Elder.    March    30th.    1962. 
ELDER  DUANE   L.   CHILD— Travelling   Elder,    March    30th,    1962. 


ARRIVALS 

n    Gwelo.    Southern    R 

TRANSFERS 


ELDER  TREVOR   SOUTHEV— from    Gwelo.    Southern    Rhodesia.    Arrived    March    25th. 
Assigned    to   Johannesburg. 


ELDER  MARVIN    R.   JONES— from   Port   Elizabeth   to   West   Rand.    March    12th.    1962. 

ELDER  BRENT   W.   REYNOLDS— from   Johannesburg   to  Natal   District.    March    12th.    1962. 

ELDER  THERAL   F.   SMITH— from    Boksburg   to    Pretoria.    March    12th.    1962 

ELDER  BRENT    K.    MANGUM— from    Johannesburg    to    Boksburg.    March    12th.    1962. 

ELDER  KEITH  S.  JENSEN— from   Pretoria  to   Krugersdorp.   March    12th.    1962. 

ELDER  A.   DALE   ORR— from    Bloemfontein   to   Bulawayo.    March    30th,    1962. 

ELDER  CALVIN    C.    HUNSAKER— from    Pretoria    to   Stilfontein.    March    30th.    1962. 

ELDER  BRENT  C.   WHITE— from   Carletonville   to   Pretoria.   March   30th.    1962. 

SISTER  MYRNA   D.   BUSH— from   Cape   Town   to   Pietermaritzburg.    March    30th.    1962. 


RELEASES 


ELDER     HENRY     D.     GARRETT— from     Wellsville.     Utah.     Released     March     13th.     1962. 

Laboured   in   Sorings.    Florida.    Di-covery.   Served   as   Supervising    Elder   of   the    East    Rand 

and   Sali^burv   District   and   as   Travelling   Elder. 
ELDER  GLEN   J.   WALTMAN— from   Nampa.    Idaho.   Released    March    13th.    1 962.    Laboured 

in   Pretoria.    Bulawayo.    Johannesburg    and    Cape    Town. 
ELDER     KENDALL     M.     LAMBERT— from     Kamas.     Utah.     Released     March     13th,     1962. 

Laboured    in    Pretoria,    Bulawayo,   Johannesburg   and   Cape   Town. 
ELDER    JAMES    C.    WILLDEN— from    Salt    Lake    City.    LTtah.    Released    March    13th.    1962. 

Laboured    in    Brakpan.    Preto'ia,    Cape    Town.    Johannesburg   and    Krugersdorp. 
SISTER    BONNIE   J.    WOODALL— from    Salt    Lake   City,    Utah.    Released    March    3rd.    1962. 

Laboured    in    Mission    Office    as   mission    recorder,    Pretoria    and    Durban. 
SISTER  EVA   M.  HOBBS— from  Marshall.  Saskatchewan.  Canada.   Released   March   3rd.   1962. 

Laboured    in    Durban.   Pretoria   and  Cape   Town. 
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RELIEF  SOCIETY  PAGE 


RELIEF  SOCIETY 

COMPARATIVE  REPORT  FOR  FEBRUARY 
THE  TOP  THREE 


BRANCH 

RAMAH 

SPRINGS 

LUANSHYA 


PERCENT 
ATTENDANCE 

116% 
100% 
100% 


a 

1  as  ||  °j       g?  a 

I  Si  Si  21         le  J] 

41 

H 

Bellville 8  6  75%  5                —  15 

Bloemfontein 10  9  90%  9                 15  18 

Bulawayo 21  11  52%  3—2 

Copperbelt 16  \l  75%  9                —  — 

Durban 30  26  87%  16                26  1 

East    London            11  8  73%  11                 12  12 

East    Rand 15  '0  67%  11                 37  3 

Gwelo —  -  —  —                —  — 

Krugersdorp 18  13  72%  15                 18  13 

Luanshya    ....      4  4  100%  4                  7  2 

Mowbray      •*  38  86%  31                 79  31 

Pietermaritzburg      9  78%  1  —  — 

Port   Elizabeth —  —  —  —                —  — 

Pretoria 29  15  52%  12                23  8 

Primrose 10  7  70%  7  — 

Raman 38  44  116%  39               148  27 

Salisbury 16  12  75%  8                   8  7 

Springs      12  12  100%  17                 22  9 

VereeniKins 8  7  87%  3  6 

Welkom      9  5  55  %  4  — 

Congratulations    to    Springs,     Raman.    East  London    and     Luanshya    Branches    on     their 
magazine   subscriptions. 


Ramah  Singing  Mothers 


Ramah  Branch  Singing  Mothers  Chorus  who  participated  in  the 
Sacrament  meeting  held  March  18,  1962,  to  commemorate  the  organization 
of  the  Relief  Society  120  years  ago.  The  meeting  was  conducted  by  Sister 
Ivy  Clarke.  Sister  Segne  Thompson  directed  the  singing  with  Sister  Bessie 
de  Wet  as  organist. 
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FROM    OUR    FILES 


Baptisms 


DURBAN 
JAMIESON,   Lorna   Eire 
JAMIESON,   Sharon    Anne 
JAMIESON,   William  Thomas 
ROBERTS,    Barry    Slater 
ROBERTS,   lna   Beryl 
VAN    VUUREN.    Petrus    Daniel 


GOTTSCH. 


EAST  LONDON 

Florence   May 


KRUGERSDORP 
LIND,   Joan   Nancy 
LIND.   Kennetli    Forsyth 
POWRIE.   Leslie   Ward 
SCHULTZ,   Gavin    Richard 
SCHULTZ,   Mabel   Elaine 

MOWBRAY 
BIRCH,    Alexine    Olive 
RIDGWAY,    Frederick    Thomas 
RIDGWAY,   Vida   Alison 

PIETEMARITZBURG 
NELSON,   Constance    Anne 

PORT  ELIZABETH 
VAN    HEERDEN.    Willem    Johan 


PRETORIA 
BROODRYK,    Bertlomkus   dc    Bruin 
HUTTON.  David  Oman  McKay 
MEYER,   Johannes 
UYTENBOGAART,  Stephen 

PRIMROSE 
DE   WET,   Robin   Corrie 
NICOL.    Kenneth   Arthur 
SWANEPOEL.  Adriaan  Jacobus 

RAMAH 
HOLBROOK,    Patricia 
ROBB,   Brian    Dennis 
SLABBERT,   Martin   Jacobus 


TAYLOR, 


SALISBURY 

Mark   Edward 


SPRINGS 
CLIFFORD.   Avoleen 
CLIFFORD,   Beatrice  Petronella 
DYE,    Eileen    Eunice 
DYE,   Ronald    Bertram 
ROWE.    Betty    Olive 
ROWE,   Kenneth  Granville 
ROWE,  Peter 
ROWE,   Rodney   Glynn 


Blessings 


KRUGERSDORP 
COETZEE,   Eunice   Edna 
SCHULTZ,   Elaine   Joan 
SCHULTZ,    Laurence   Robert 
SCHULTZ,   Stanley   Clifford 

MOWBRAY 
BIBB,   Alison   Lorraine 
IMBRAILO,    Rudi   Jacques 

PITERMARITZBURG 
NELSON,   Jeanette    Daphne 


PRETORIA 
MARITZ.    Junelia 

RAMAH 
CHATER.    Averil    Leigh 
FRANKLAND,    Derek    Shawn 
MATHESON,   Clinton    Bevan 
SNYMAN.  Jennifer   Anne 
SNYMAN,   Richard   Michael 

SPRINGS 
BLAMEY.  Beverley  Valda 
McCRYSTAL,  Cecily  Ann 
McCRYSTAL,    Shann    Noreen 


Deaths 

DEAN,   Peter   James 

Ordinations 


MOWBRAY 
CARTWRIGHT,    Frank    H. 
COHEN,   Frank   Emanuel 
FULLARD,    Frederick    Gavin 
HARFORD,    Dudley   M. 

PRIMROSE 
DE  WET,  Johannes  Fredrick 
DE  WET,  Walter  Alexander 


BRUMMER. 


RAMAH 

Johannes    Paulus 


ROBERTS,   Rowland    Percival 
SLABBERT.   Eden 
SLABBERT,  Johannes  Erland 

SPRINGS 
FUTTER.   Temple   Cowdery 
KEUNIG.   Marten 
WILSON,   Robert  Edward 

WELKOM 
BRICKNELL.    Colin    Horton 
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BRANCH 
REPORTS 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Shirley  Woolf 

DURING  the  month  of  January  a  Progressive  Dinner  was  held.  It  was 
a  great  success,  the  Saints  meeting  together  to  enjoy  each  others 
company  and  to  devour  the  very  delicious  meal  the  good  sisters  had 
prepared. 

On  the  10th  February  a  Fancy  Dress  Social  was  held.  It  was  a  very 
gay  evening,  full  of  fun  and  enjoyment.  The  procesds  of  the  Progressive 
Dinner  and  the  social  are  being  contributed  to  the  building  fund. 

On  the  31st  January,  Elder  Bodily  left  Bulawayo.  May  the  Lord  bless 
him  and  guide  him  always. 

On  the  4th  February,  Elder  Parker  arrived  to  replace  Elder  Bodily. 
We  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  him.  We  pray  that  the  Elders'  efforts 
may  be  fruitful  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard. 

On  the  3rd  March,  the  sisters  held  a  cake  sale,  the  proceeds  of  £25 
are  being   put  towards  building  fund. 

We  regret  to  say  that  Sister  Patterson  is  in  the  hospital.  We  pray  for 
her  speedy  recovery. 

We  send  our  best  wishes  to  all  the  Saints  everywhere. 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Denise  N.  Young 


HIBERNATION  serves  a  very  useful  purpose  and  with  energies  fully 
replenished  the  various  auxiliaries  in  the  branch  have  once  again 
commenced  their  respective  activities  with  renewed  vigour  and 
enthusiasm. 

An  important  step  forward  was  taken  at  our  Branch  Conference 
held  on  the  4th  March,  where  the  proceedings  were  graced  by  President 
Alldredge  and  President  Powrie.  We  were  happy  to  sustain  the  new 
District  President  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  Sidney  J.  Spear  and 
District  Clerk,  Malcolm  Young.  This  change  has  come  about  by  the 
natural  outflow  of  the  steady  growth  of  the  Church  in  this  region,  and 
we  all  pray  and  look  forward  to  a  more  rapid  increase  in  membership 
of  the  Bloemfontein,  Kimberley  and  Welkom  Branches. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  extending  to  our  new  Branch  President 
Charles  H.  Spear  and  his  counselors,  Peter  Milne  and  Stanley  Daubney 
our  congratulations  and  best  wishes  in  these  high  callings.  We  assure 
them  that  they  have  support  of  all  the  members  of  the  Branch. 
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Brother  and  Sister  Robb  recently  celebrated  their  25th  Wedding 
Anniversary  with  a  party  at  their  home.  Congratulations  to  you  both. 

The  women  of  the  branch  organised  a  cake  sale  in  town  on  Saturday 
morning  and  Bloemfontein  folk  must  have  realised  they  were  in  for  a 
treat,  as  our  many  cakes  were  quickly  disposed  of. 

These  past  two  weeks  we  have  enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  Sister  Grotique 
of  Kimberley  who  is  holidaying  in  Bloemfontein. 


COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

Joan  Clarke 

ONCE  again  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  send  greetings   to  all  the 
Saints  in  the  South  African  Mission  through  the  C.S.M.,  and  to  tell 
you  of  our  activities.  , 

On  the  17th  February,  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Engh 
of  Kitwe.  our  monthly  officers  and  teachers  meeting  was  followed  by 
a  delicious  curry  and  rice  supper,  with  cake  and  cold  drinks  as  afters. 
The  proceeds  of  the  supper  were  of  course  added  to  our  building  fund. 
When  everyone  was  contented  and  ready  to  relax  for  the  evening. 
Brother  Engh  brought  out  his  colour  slides  and  gave  us  a  most  enjoyable 
show  of  photographs  taken  on  their  tour  of  the  British  Isles  and  the 
Continent  last  year.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to  seeing  his  movies  of 
that  same  tour.  There  were  35  members  and  friends  in  attendance. 

On  that  day  we  were  also  glad  to  welcome  back  Sister  Terblanche 
from  her  short  holiday  in  the  Transvaal.  Now  that  all  our  members  are 
back  from  holiday  our  attendances  and  activities  are  back  to  normal 
once  again. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  our  prayers  and  thoughts  have  been  with 
the  Campbell  family  of  Mufulira.  Sister  Sue  Campbell  has  for  some 
time  now  been  suffering  with  pains  in  her  back  and  is  now  in  hospital 
being  treated  for  a  slipped  disc.  We  pray  that  she  may  be  made  well  and 
will  be  with  us  again  soon.  On  the  5th  March  young  Duncan  Campbell 
had  an  accident  in  which  he  fractured  his  ankle.  He  is  home  now  and 
apart  from  having  his  foot  in  plaster,  seems  to  be  "full  of  beans". 

On  the  4th  March  we  were  glad  to  have  Brother  Richard  Brandon 
with  us  at  our  Fast  and  Testimony  Meeting.  He  is  at  present  attending 
a  boarding  school  outside  Kitwe,  and  it  is  only  on  the  occasional  long 
week-end  he  is  allowed  to  come  home  and  that  we  are  able  to  have  him 
with  us. 


EAST  LONDON   BRANCH 

Rita  Corrigan 


JUST  after  the  previous  C.S.M.  report  was 
posted  in  February,  we  received  news  that 
Sister  D.  Booysen  had  been  admitted  to  the 
Mater  Dei  Hospital  for  a  big  operation.  She  had 
a  great  deal  of  pain  and  discomfort  following 
the  operation,  but  we  hope  and  pray  when  she 
is  fully  recovered  she  will  be  100%  fit  again 
Although  still  having  discomfort,  Sister  Booysen 
has  started  attending  Sunday  School  Services 
again  and  resumed  her  class  teaching.  Bravo 
for  Sister  Booysen! 
Sister  Gubb  from  Germiston  was  in  East  London  for  a  short  spell 

108  CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  April,   1962. 


on  a  rather  unhappy  visit  as  her  father  was  seriously  ill  in  the  hospital, 
but  the  last  news  we  heard  from  her  was  that  her  father  had  made  a 
remarkable  recovery.  We  are  sorry  we  saw  so  little  of  Sister  Gubb,  but 
hope  she  will  visit  us  under  happier  circumstances  at  some  future  date. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  held  a  cake  sale  again  on  the  3rd  March, 
but  due  to  various  reasons  this  cake  sale  was  not  as  well  supported  as 
the  previous  one.  The  following  Saturday  Sister  D.  Dewing  and  Sister  L. 
Lloyd  organised  a  "finger"  supper,  dance  and  games  evening  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Dewing.  The  weather  was  really  unkind  ...  it  was 
one  of  the  wettest  week-ends  so  far  this  year  .  .  and  quite  a  few 
members  could  not  attend.  Those  present  enjoyed  the  delicious  savoury 
supper  and  the  young  and  not-so-young  entered  into  the  fun  and  games. 
The  only  blight  on  the  evening  was  the  indisposition  of  Brother  Dewing. 
However  the  brethren  administered  to  him  and  by  the  time  the  guests 
were  ready  to  leave  he  was  feeling  much  better. 

Once  again  the  Saints  in  East  London  rejoiced  in  another  baptism 
on  Sunday,  the  4th  March.  Sister  Gottsch,  who  entered  the  waters  of 
baptism  on  this  occasion,  is  an  aunt  of  Sister  Janet  Human,  and  has  an 
invalid  husband.  We  pray  that  she  and  her  husband  will  find  great  joy 
and  comfort  in  the  gospel. 

Sister  Nel  and  her  two  children  from  Durban  are  holidaying  at  her 
mother's  home  in  East  London;  the  Saints  here  are  indeed  happy  to 
have  Sister  Nel  and  her  family  with  us.  We  hear  Brother  Nel  will  soon 
join  her;  we  look  forward  to  meeting  him. 

President  Thomas  Smith  and  Elder  Kendall  Lambert,  the  visiting 
elders,  arrived  in  East  London  early  on  Monday,  the  5th  March,  after  a 
hot  and  sweltering  trip  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  Grahamstown  the 
previous  day.  They  stayed  with  Brother  and  Sister  Corrigan  but  their 
hosts  did  not  see  much  of  them  except  at  mealtimes.  They  visited  with 
members,  stressing  the  importance  of  the  "home  group  meeting  program", 
which  is  not  quite  under  way  in  this  area  as  yet. 


KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

Patricia  Holbrook 


WE  members  of  the  Klerksdorp  Branch  have  really  progressed  and 
increased  these  last  few  months.  We  have  been  blessed  with  new 
members  who  have  been  baptised  into  the  branch.  Our  warmest  congra- 
tulations are  extended  to  Brother  and  Sister  Schultz  and  their  son  Gavin, 
who  were  baptised  on  the  3rd  March,  and  also  to  Brother  and  Sister  Lind, 
who  were  baptised  on  the  10th  March. 

As  of  late,  we  have  held  all  our  meetings  and  Sacrament  Services 
alternately  at  the  homes  of  Brother  and  Sister  Wilson;  Brother  and 
Sister  Fagan  and  Brother  and  Sister  Palmer.  Now  at  last,  we  have  been 
able  to  obtain  the  use  of  the  "Klerksdorp  Recreation  Hall".  Our  first 
service  there  was  held  on  Sunday  morning,  4th  March,  which  was  a 
wonderful  occasion  for  all  of  us.  A  group  photograph  was  taken  after 
the  service. 

Our  Relief  Society  is  doing  exceedingly  well  with  the  aid  of  Sister 
Palmer.  Our  Sisters  have  planned  a  lovely  braaivleis  for  the  17th  March. 

We  now  hold  Primary  Sunday  School  for  our  children,  which  we  have 
not  been  able  to  hold  before.  Two  Sunday  School  teachers  were 
appointed;  Sister  Palmer  and  Sister  Holbrook.  Sister  Joan  Wilson 
records  the  minutes  of  all  our  meetings. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  to  say  goodbye  to  Elder  McCausland,  who  was 
transferred  to  Johannesburg.  He  will  be  missed  by  our  members. 
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We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  welcoming  Elder  Smith 
into  our  Branch,  and  we  know  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless  him 
in  his  labours  here  with  us.  We  sincerely  thank  Elder  Clawson  too,  for 
being  such  a  wonderful  inspiration  to  us.  We  are  grateful  to  both  of  our 
Elders,  and  for  the  wonderful  work  which  they  are  doing. 


O 


MOWBRAY   BRANCH 

Beatrice  E.  Smith 

>UR    deepest    sympathy    is    extended    to 
Brother   and    Sister   Jurgens   and    their 
family  who  have  suffered  a  sad  loss  in  the 
tragic  deaths  of  their  daughter  and  grand- 
children.   May   the    Lord   bless   and    comfort 
them   in  their  sorrow.   To  Sister  Olivier  we 
also  extend  a  hand  of  sympathy  in  the  recent 
death  of  her  brother.  We  pray  that  she  too 
may  be  comforted  and  sustained  in  the  cer- 
tain hope  of  reunion  with  this  loved  brother. 
Welcome    home    to    Brother    Mack    Park 
-^  who  has  recently  completed   an   honourable 

mission.  We  are  glad  that  he  is  now  sufficiently  recovered  from  his 
accident  to  take  his  place  among  us  again.  We  look  forward  to  having 
him  meet  with  us  in  the  very  near  future. 

Another  welcome  home  is  given  to  Sister  Cynthia  Neilssen,  who  has 
returned  after  a  brief  visit  to  England.  While  overseas,  Sister  Neilssen 
attended  the  wedding  of  her  daughter,  Astrid,  to  Brother  Conway 
Richards  of  Resolven  in  Wales.  The  wedding  took  place  in  London  on 
the  23rd  December.  We  wish  Sister  Astred  and  her  husband  great 
happiness. 

We  are  glad  to  have  in  our  midst  the  Neilsen  family  from  Durban 
who  will  be  staying  at  the  Cape  for  the  next  few  months.  This  is  a 
wonderful  opportunity  for  getting  acquainted  with  members  from 
another  Branch. 

It  has  also  been  good  to  renew  friendship  with  Sister  Cecilia  Harvey, 
who  spent  a  short  holiday  down  here. 

The  M.I.A.  has  been  very  active  during  the  past  month  and  are  now 
very  busy  making  preparations  for  the  Easter  Convention  which  will 
take  place  in  Johannesburg. 

The  highlight  of  the  Relief  Society  month  was  the  birthday  party 
held  on  15th  March  to  celebrate  the  120th  anniversary  of  the  formation 
of  this  auxiliary.  Appreciations  of  the  work  done  by  the  Society  were 
expressed  by  our  District  President,  President  John  Wilson,  and  our 
Branch  President,  President  U.  Poison.  Sister  Veronica  Dallender  replied 
to  these  eulogies  in  fitting  terms.  A  delicious  buffet  supper  was  provided. 
Sister  Wanda  Fullard  and  Joan  JefTeries  were  responsible  for  the  enter- 
tainment. We  thank  all  who  took  part  and  gave  of  their  time  and 
talents  to  make  this  party  such  a  happy  occasion. 

More  welcomes  this  time  to  Sister  Valerie  Nixon  who  has  returned 
from  her  mission.  She  gave  her  "return"  talk  on  Sunday,  18th  March, 
after  Brother  Alwin  Hubert  and  President  Poison  had  addressed  us  and 
given  us  the  opportunity  (through  them)  of  saying  "hello". 


PORT  ELIZABETH 

Madge  McHugh 

SATURDAY  the  17th,   the   branch   held   the    C.S.M.  Festival,   and  a 
wonderful  crowd  turned  up  to  enjoy  themselves.  Sister  Charsley  and 
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Brother  Steedman  were  in  charge  of  the  entertainment  and  Sister 
Milne  and  Sister  van  Heerden  in  charge  of  the  eats;  they  all  did  a  fine 
job.  While  the  chops  were  being  "braaied";  games  were  played  and 
several  competitions  were  held,  then  the  members  lined  up  for  their 
chops  and  sausages  plus  ice  cream.  Then  back  to  the  small  hall  for  an 
impromptu  concert.  Sister  Earnet  started  the  concert  off  by  singing  Annie 
Oakley's  song,  "You  can't  get  a  man  with  a  gun",  which  was  enjoyed 
tremendously.  The  other  items  and  skits  were  given  by  the  van  Rooyen 
Brothers,  Sister  Jeanette  Blignaut,  Sister  Mavis  Els,  Sister  Joy  Hayes 
and  there  were  three  choruses — the  Junior  ladies,  the  Seniors  and  the 
Barber  shop  double  quartet.  Even  our  smaller  members,  Michael  and 
Denise  Folley  and  Margaret  Coetzee  gave  us  songs  and  recitations. 

The  week  before  the  M.I.A.  held  a  hobo  party  and  all  were  requested 
to  come  as  hobos.  Unfortunately  it  rained  so  the  hobos  were  deprived 
of  their  open-air  party  and  it  had  to  be  held  indoors.  Prizes  were  given 
for  the  best  hobos  and  it  was  a  most  difficult  task  to  choose  between 
them.  After  refreshments  were  served  the  younger  set  enjoyed  themselves 
dancing. 

We  welcome  Brother  Pittendreigh  from  Pretoria  and  eagerly  await 
the  arrival  of  his  family  at  the  end  of  the  month. 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Eileen  van  Staden 

JUST  the  greatest  happening  and  richest  bless- 
ing has  been  ours  this  month,  when  after 
many  alarms,  at  last  work  has  begun  on  the 
building  of  a  beautiful  house  of  worship  in  the 
City  of  Pretoria.  On  the  28th  February,  1962,  the 
early  morning  found  Brother  Walley  van  Staden 
organising  the  clearing  of  the  ground  as  the 
bulldozer  growled  persistently  as  it  tore  at  the 
unwanted  grass  and  weeds;  uprooting  shrubs  and 
trees  so  that  by  afternoon  the  site  was  clean  and 
levelled.  The  next  day,  the  builders,  Brother 
Smit  and  Brother  van  Staden,  erected  the  notice 
board  and  sheds  and  stored  the  equipment.  On 
a  warm,  clear  morning,  the  3rd  March,  the 
ground  breaking  ceremony  was  held  at  10.00  a.m. 
What  a  lovely  and  impressive  ceremony!  There 
were  a  little  more  than  a  hundred  people  present.  We  were  happy  to 
have  President  Powrie,  President  Faber  and  Brother  Gerard  Meyer  speak 
to  us,  after  which  President  Alldredge  spoke  and  left  some  wonderful 
thoughts  with  us.  As  the  ground  was  broken,  cameras  clicked  and  movies 
whirred. 

We  rejoice  and  give  thanks  unto  the  Most  High  for  this  blessing  and 
pray  for  guidance,  protection  and  assistance  for  all  who  will  labour  on 
the  building  of  the  "Chapel  Deseret". 

Two  young  brothers,  Barrie  Broodryk  and  Leonard  Laidlaw  were 
baptised  and  Brother  and  Sister  Maritz's  baby  daughter  was  blessed. 

The  Sacrament  meeting  on  the  11th  February  was  under  the 
auspices  of  the  missionaries,  who  demonstrated  the  Group  Teaching 
Scheme.  Elder  Knight  gave  a  very  stirring  and  inspiring  address  and  all 
felt  uplifted  and  more  keen  to  co-operate  in  this  means  of  speeding  up 
missionary  work. 
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A  very  successful  social  and  braaivleis  was  held  on  the  17th  February 
for  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  bearers  and  their  wives  and  families.  It 
was  organised  by  the  Priesthood  Group  Leader,  Olev  Taim.  We  gathered 
at  the  home  of  his  parents  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  ourselves. 

We  are  very  sorry  indeed  to  have  to  report  that  we  have  to  say  fare- 
well to  a  fine  and  hardworking  family.  Brother  and  Sister  Henry  Pitten- 
dreigh  and  their  two  children.  As  a  token  of  our  friendship  and  esteem 
we  presented  them  with  a  wall  clock.  Brother  Henry  has  been  transferred 
to  Port  Elizabeth  and  left  on  Monday  the  26th  February.  The  rest  of  the 
family  will  leave  at  the  end  of  March.  We  shall  miss  them  terribly — it  is 
certainly  our  loss,  but  we  wish  them  every  success  and  happiness  in  then- 
future  and  in  the  Port  Elizabeth  Branch. 

Young  Sister  Cecilia  Hutton  started  the  hospital  ball  rolling  by 
having  an  emergency  operation  for  appendicitis.  She  has  recovered  nicely 
and  is  able  to  attend  her  meetings  once  again. 

Brother  Ronald  Richards  has  had  to  have  yet  another  operation  to 
his  leg,  but  he  is  also  home  again,  plus  huge  silver  screws,  bandages  and 
crutches.  We  hope  this  will  be  the  end  of  his  operations,  and  that  he 
will  soon  be  walking  normally.  We  admire  his  cheerful  and  brave  spirit. 

Sister  Katherine  Laidlaw  had  a  short  spell  in  the  hospital  and  is 
back  with  us  again,  well  on  to  the  road  of  recovery.  Sister  Jean  Taljaard 
is  in  the  hospital;  we  hope  she  will  return  to  us  well  and  happy.  Her 
little  son  Quinton  has  recovered  from  Chickenpox.  We  pray  Sister 
Winifred  Cooksley's  operation  will  be  a  success  and  she  too  will  be  healed 
and  able  to  go  about  her  daily  work. 

For  the  second  time  we  bade  Sister  Eva  Hobbs  farewell  and  wish  her 
a  safe  journey  home  to  Canada.  In  her  place  we  welcome  Sister  Ford 
from  Durban. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Miriam  Nicholls 

THIS  month  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  held  a 
film  show  for  funds  to  keep  a  missionary 
in  the  field,  which  was  very  well  attended. 

We'd  like  to  congratulate  Brothers  Wrench 
and  Gorman  on  their  advancements:  Brother 
Wrench  is  now  President  of  the  Mission 
Elders  Quorum  and  Brother  Gorman,  Second 
Counselor  in  the  Raman  Branch  Presidency. 
We  also  wish  to  congratuate  Brother  and 
Sister  Beard  for  their  promotion  to  Assistant 
President  and  counselor  in  the  Mission 
M.I.A.  Good  luck  to  these  folks.  I  understand 
that  Brother  and  Sister  Beard  have  not  as 
yet  been  set  apart  for  these  positions  but  will 
be  shortly.  Brother  Gordon  Dell  is  the  new 
Branch  M.I.A.  President. 
We  have  not  yet  received  all  the  money  promised  to  build  our  new 
classrooms,  and  are  most  anxious  to  get  in  this  outstanding  money. 

Sister  McKnight  is  still  sick  in  the  hospital  but  hopes  to  be  out 
again  soon.  We  send  her  our  love  and  trust  that  she  will  soon  fully 
recover. 

Our  Relief  Society  is  still  going  strong;  their  visiting  teachers  take 
a  message  to  the  ladies  of  the  church  each  month:  these  visits  give  such 
great  joy  to  the  members.  This  fine  organisation  under  Sister  Ivy  Clark's 
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direction,  gives  great  comfort  and  succour  to  the  old  and  needy  members. 
Our  Branch  Teachers  are  doing  fine  work  in  helping  to  bring  back  some 
of  the  members  who  have  become  slack  in  attending  meetings. 

Your  prayers  are  asked  for  little  Kendall  Moore  who  is  in  the 
hospital  with  paralysed  legs.  She  is  only  3  years  old  and  we  pray  that 
our  Heavenly  Father  may  cure  this  tiny  girl.  Her  parents  are  members 
of  the  Vereeniging  branch  but  her  Grandpa  and  Grandma  are  of  Ramah. 
We  pray  also  for  the  recovery  of  Sister  van  Niekerk  who  suffers  so  much 
and  also  Sister  McKnight.  Let  us  all  make  an  effort  dear  Brothers  and 
Sisters  to  pray  for  these  dear  folk  and  may  God  bless  you  each  and 
every  one,  wherever  you  may  be.  We  at  Ramah  send  our  love  to  you  all. 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 


O1 


Jean  Schdnnberg 

kN  Saturday  the  17th  February,  a  Valen- 
tine's Party  arranged  by  the  Sunday 
School  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Taylor.  There  was  a  fine  turn-out  of 
both  members  and  friends  who  came  in  fancy 
dress  which  was  the  order  of  the  evening. 
Pirates,  gypsies,  St.  Trinian  School-girls,  and 
Koreans  all  rubbed  shoulders  while  Bert 
Taylor  lent  an  exotic  touc'.i.  Bert  wore  an 
authentic  robe  and  head  dress  of  the  Royal 
House  of  Arabia,  presented  to  his  father  by 
Prince  Feisel.  Games  and  dancing  were 
arranged,    followed    by    a    barbecue    supper. 

Everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  event  at  which  £21  was  raised  to  add 

to  the  chapel  building  fund. 

During  the  month  we  have  had  two  casualties.  Both  Sister  Gwen 
Thompson  and  Sister  Ina  Taylor  had  accidents  to  their  feet  but  we  are 
happy  to  report  that  both  are  progressing  favourably. 

On  Friday,  9th  March,  an  interesting  evening  was  arranged  for  the 
Relief  Society  Sisters  by  Sister  Gwen  Thompson  who  brought  a  friend 
Mr.  Smith  to  give  a  talk  on  dressmaking  and  designing.  Mr.  Smith 
makes  all  his  wife's  clothes  and  was  able  to  give  many  instructive  hints. 
Unfortunately  Mrs.  Smith  and  daughter  who  intended  to  model  were 
unable  to  be  present  due  to  an  attack  of  influenza  but  we  hope  to  see 
them  in  the  future.  The  Sisters  were  very  happy  to  have  with  them  on 
this  occasion  Sister  Lisbet,  who  also  stayed  on  to  attend  M.I.A.  This  is 
the  first  time  Sister  Lisbet  has  been  able  to  join  with  us  at  these  auxi- 
liary meetings  and  we  do  hope  we  will  be  able  to  have  her  with  us  more 
often. 

Light  weight  sacrament  trays  are  being  used  throughout  services  and 
two  deacons  pass  sacrament  simultaneously  to  reduce  the  time  taken 
over  this  ordinance. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  Jan  Akkerman  from  Holland 
into  the  Salisbury  Branch  and  pray  he  will  enjoy  life  in  our  part  of  the 
world.  Sister  Caroline  Cullinan  is  also  back  with  us  once  more  and  we 
are  happy  to  have  her  with  us  once  again.  We  bid  good-bye  to  Bert 
Taylor  who  returns  to  the  United  States.  Our  best  wishes  go  with  Bert 
for  his  future  prosperity. 

The  Saints  in  Salisbury  send  greetings  to  all  Branches  of  the  South 
African  Mission  and  pray  all  may  ever  find  joy  in  their  work  for  the 
Lord  in  this  part  of  his  vineyard. 
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SPRING   BRANCH 

N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

,UR  guest  speaker  on  February  19th  at  Sacrament 

Service   was  Elder   Theral   Smith  from  the  East 

Rand  Branch.  Along  with  a  number  of  visitors  from 

this    branch    there    was    an    encouraging    number    of 

investigators. 

A  late  piece  of  news  which  came  to  my  attention 

is  that  Brother  Paul  Botha  and  his  family  have  spent 

some  of  his  annual  leave  in  the  bushveld,  but  had  to 

cut  the  holiday  short.  Brother  Botha  contracted  tick 

fever  from  which  he  has  apparently  recovered  without 

any  after  affects. 

Relief  Society  monthly  social  was  held  on  the  23rd  February  at  the 

home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Nei1.  Wentzel.  Sister  Anna  Jubber  surprised. 

us   with   a  variety   of  very   simple  but   interesting  games   after    which 

refreshments  were  served.  We  look  forward  to  your  next  social,  Ann. 

Recently  at  M.I.A.  opening  exercise,  Brother  Henri  Hugo  delivered  a 
most  interesting  discourse  on  astrology,  neatly  winding  up  with  several 
references  to  Old  Testament  scriptures  to  warn  us  that  astrology  was 
closely  connected  with  sooth-saying  and  that  it  was  best  left  alone. 

We  extend  to  Brother  and  Sister  Les  Dicks,  his  parents  and  their 
family  our  sincere  sympathy  in  the  sad  bereavement  of  Brother  Dick's 
sister,  Helen,  who  passed  away  after  a  protracted  illness. 

M.I.A.  study  group,  "Die  ou  Bokkies"  held  a  very  successful  braai- 
vleis  at  the  home  of  Sister  Marie  van  Niekerk  on  the  28th  February. 

At  the  kitchen  tea  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Joan  Futter  a 
large  variety  of  useful  articles  were  collected  for  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Ken  Armstrong  who  were  married  in  the  Springs  Chapel  on 
the  10th  March  by  President  Alldredge.  The  bride,  formerly  Sister  Murie! 
Dalldorf,  made  a  beautiful  picture  in  white;  no  artist  in  the  world  could 
have  improved  on  it.  The  bridesmaid  and  b?stman  were  Fist-r  -TH1  and 
Brother  Wynn,  brother  and  sister  of  the  groom.  Some  three  hundred 
or  so  guests  attended  the  reception  in  the  town  hall. 

As  M.C.,  Brother  Henri  Hugo  had  things  very  well  in  hand.  The 
couple  are  at  the  moment  honeymooning,  nobody  knows  where  .  .  . 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  11th  March  under  the  theme. 
"For  we  should  so  conduct  our  lives  that  we  may  be  found  worthy  of 
fulfilling  our  responsibility  in  the  Church."  During  both  sessions  we  had 
in  attendance  District  President  Lionel  Bibb,  President  Faber  and 
Brother  Balmer.  All  three  of  these  fine  brethern  encouraged  us  with 
words  of  inspiration  to  give  us  greater  confidence  in  the  gospel.  During 
the  morning  session  the  Primary  children  very  ably  rendered  two  hymns, 
and  the  choir,  under  the  able  baton  of  Brother  Hulbert,  rendered  both 
the  theme  and  closing  hymns  at  evening  service.  Sister  Helen  McMillan 
rendered  a  solo  with  President  Hulbert  at  the  organ. 

The  speakers  handled  their  different  assignments  on  the  theme  with 
a  great  deal  of  effectiveness,  very  eloquent  of  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  A  large  number  of  visitors  from  the  East  Rand  Branch  helped  to 
mak?  our  conference  a  grest  success.  Brother  Martell  and  Greer  came 
all  the  way  from  the  new  goldfields  at  Evanda  to  attend  the  last 
session. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  our  midst  Sister  Dye,  who  was 
baptised  two  weeks  ago. 

On  the  14th  March,  the  M.I.A.  study  group  held  a  most  sociable 
pan-cake  night  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Mrs.  Hugo  in  Springs  Ext 
M.I.A.  is  at  present  busy  as  bees  preparing  for  the  forthcoming  conven- 
tion. We  look  forward  to  some  first  class  entertainment  Brother  Noel. 
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We  were  very  pleased  to  have  with  us  Brother  Mack  Park  and  Mr. 
Dave  Flack  from  Durban,  and  delighted  to  see  them  looking  so  fit  after 
their  recent  near  tragic  mishap. 

May  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  always  go  with  you  in  the  fine  job  you 
are  doing  in  the  mission  field. 


VEREENIGING   BRANCH 

Rowland  P.  Roberts 

rs^HE  last  month  has  seen  an  increase  of  activities  locally,  especially 
A  the  building  fund  activities.  Two  cake  sales  have  been  held,  and  the 
proceeds,  together  with  contributions,  have  pushed  our  fund  to  over 
R80.00.  Sister  Sheila  Wilson  and  Sister  Lynette  Roberts  together  with 
Brother  Eden  Slabbert  form  the  bui.ding  fund  commictoe  and  uiey  are 
doing  a  very  good  job. 

Brother  Jimmy  and  Sister  Edna  Banfield  left  us  to  go  to  Cape  Town; 
we  were  sorry  to  see  them  go.  Brother  Jimmy  was  in  charge  of  Genealogy 
and  Sister  Edna  was  Secretary  for  Sunday  School  as  well  as  for  the 
Relief  Society.  We  miss  them  both  and  have  asked  the  Lord  to  bless 
them  and  let  his  spirit  abide  with  them  in  whatever  they  do. 

Four  new  Priesthood  holders  have  been  ordained.  They  were  all 
ordained  as  Deacons:  Brother  Rowland  P.  Roberts,  Brother  Eben 
Slabbert,  Erlank  Slabbert  and  Brother  Cecil  G.  Partridge.  Our  old  friend 
Brother  P.  J.  Brummer  was  advanced  to  the  calling  of  a  teacher. 

Brother  Eben  Slabbert  with  a  little  help  from  Brother  Roberts  and 
Brother  Erlank  Slabbert  has  built  a  pulpit  for  our  meeting  place.  Light 
and  strong,  it  also  serves  as  a  cupboard  for  our  hymn  books  etc.  He  made 
a  fine  job  of  it;  we  are  proud  of  it  and  of  him. 

We  are  also  proud  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  permission  to 
look  for  a  piece  of  ground  for  the  building  of  our  Chapel.  So  far  we 
have  found  three  possible  sites  and  are  now  awaiting  inspection  and 
approval  from  the  Mission  President. 

The  Genealogy  course  is  being  attended  regularly  and  the  M.I.A.  is 
starting  to  get  into  its  stride.  Up  to  now  it  ha^  been  well  attended,  and 
we  hope  to  see  it  go  ahead  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

The  Spirit  in  the  branch  is  very  good  and  the  morale  is  high. 


WELKOM  BRANCH 

Cyril  Bricknell 


WE  are  very  happy  to  report  the  baptisms  of  Sister  Maire  Robinson 
and  Sister  Colleen  Parkins.  Our  sincere  congratulations  to  both 
these  dear  little  sisters.  May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless,  guide  and 
protect  them  throughout  their  lives. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Brian  Nel  who  received  the  blessings  and 
became  a  Priest.  Congratulations  to  Brothers  Cyril,  Colin  and  Nolan 
Bricknell.  Cyril  and  Colin  received  the  awards  of  teacher,  and  Nolan 
a  deacon. 

Mr.  Lyle,  the  architect  who  is  planning  our  Welkom  Chapel,  spoke 
to  the  members  at  our  M.I.A.  meeting. 

We  would  all  like  to  welcome  Sister  Bricknell  and  Sister  Sharon- 
Rose  Bricknell  back  from  a  well-earned  holiday  at  Muizenberg.  We  pray 
that  Sister  Bricknell  has  regained  her  full  health  and  strength.  We  also 
p~ay  that  Sister  Parkins  will  regain  her  full  health  and  strength.  We 
were  very  pleased  to  have  President  Alldredge  with  us  at  our  meetings. 
Our  branch  is  growing  day  by  day,  and  we  hope  to  give  more  wonderful 
news  next  month. 
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EILDER   HENRY    !). 

GARGET  I 

Wellsville,    Utah 
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ELDER   KENDALL   M. 
LAMBERT 

Kamas,  Utah 


SISTER    EVA    M.HOBBS 
Marshall.   Sask.   Canada 
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SISTER    BONNIE   J. 

WOODALL 

Salt     Lake     Cily.     Utah 


ELDER    GLEN    J. 
WALTMAN 

Nampa,     Idaho 
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ELDER    JAMES    C. 

WILLDEN 

Salt    Lake     City.     Utah 
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